
                                                                                                                                                                   

 

October 10, 2014 

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 

Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 

Silver Spring, MD 20910 

 

Dear Director Basta: 

I am writing in support of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a 
national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  As envisioned, the sanctuary would protect 
and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-square-mile area off the 
coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties. 

A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in protecting Great 
Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally significant shipwrecks.  A sanctuary 
would provide important benefits to this area, including increased tourism and a wide variety of educational 
programs to share the history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks and maritime heritage with the public.  It would be of 
great benefit to the State, local communities, and user groups to be part of the NOAA National Marine 
Sanctuary System. 

Wisconsin Harbor Towns Association, in partnership with Wisconsin Coastal Management and the Wisconsin 
Department of Tourism, markets the communities along Lake Michigan and Lake Superior as a tourism 
destination. We would have the capacity to market this new sanctuary, in partnership with NOAA, to increase 
awareness of our maritime heritage, as well as opportunities the sanctuary will provide to the region.  

On behalf of Wisconsin Harbor Towns, I support the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this 
Wisconsin site to its inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries. 

 

 

Kathy Tank, President 

Wisconsin Harbor Towns Association 













 
October 21, 2015 

 
 
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Ozaukee County Tourism Council in support of the nomination to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in 
Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  As envisioned, the sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime 
heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, 
Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties. 
 
A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in 
protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally significant 
shipwrecks.  A sanctuary would provide important benefits to this area, including increased tourism and 
a wide variety of educational programs to share the history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks and maritime 
heritage with the public.  It would be of great benefit to the State, local communities, and user groups to 
be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System. 
 
The Ozaukee County Tourism Council supports the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add 
this Wisconsin site to its inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries. 
 
The benefits of increased tourism and educational programs that this sanctuary would bring to our 
county would be a great asset for our organization and its partners. 
 
Sincerely. 
 

 
Pam King 
Ozaukee County Tourism Council President 
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Reed Bohne
Northeast and Great Lakes Regional D¡rector

NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

L0 Ocean Science Circle

Savannah, GA 31411

Dear Reed,

I am writing in support of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin's Lake Michigan waters. As envisioned, the

sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in

an 875-square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties.

A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in

protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin's nationally significant

shipwrecks. A sanctuary would provide important benefits to this area, including increased tourism and

a wide variety of educational programs to share the history of Wisconsin's shipwrecks and maritime

heritage with the public. lt would be of great benefit to the State, local communities, and user groups to
be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System.

The Milwaukee 7, launched in September 2005, was formed to create a regional, cooperative economic

development platform for the seven counties of southeastern Wisconsin: Kenosha, Milwaukee,

Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, Washington and Waukesha.

The Milwaukee 7 supports the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site

to its inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries.

Sincerely,

'IVASH

Pot O'Brien
Executive Director
Milwoukee 7
(41_4) 287-41_1_2

pobrien@mke7.com

75ó North Milwoukee Street, Suile 400 ' Milwoukee, Wl 53202

wwwchoosemilwoukee com



 

 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Co-Chair 
Rich Meeusen 
President/CEO/Chairman 
Badger Meter, Inc. 
 
Co-Chair 
Paul Jones 
Executive Chairman 
A.O. Smith Corporation 
 
Treasurer 
Julia Taylor 
President 
Greater Milwaukee Committee 
 
Secretary 
Open 
 
Todd Adams 
President & CEO 
Rexnord 
 
Kirk Allen 
President & CEO 
Sloan Valve Company 
 
Dan Bader 
President 
Helen Bader Foundation, Inc. 
 
Tom Barrett 
Mayor 
City of Milwaukee 
 
Steve Booth 
President 
Robert W. Baird & Company, Inc. 
 
Glen Daigger 
Senior Vice President & Chief Technology 
Officer 
CH2M HILL 
 
Gary Grunau 
President 
Grucon Group 
 
Mary Jean Huston 
State Director 
The Nature Conservancy 
 
Dennis Klein 
Chairman 
KBS Construction, Inc. 
 
Michael R. Lovell 
President - Elect 
Marquette University 
 
Terry Mah 
President & CEO 
Veolia Environnement North America 
 
John Matthews 
Principal 
Matthews Strategic Services, LLC 
 
Mark Mone 
Interim Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 
David Ryder 
Vice President, Brewing and Research 
MillerCoors 
 
Michael Saltman 
Partner/President 
The Vista Group 
 
Kevin Shafer 
Executive Director 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
 
Lee Swindall 
Vice President of Business and Industry 
Development 
Wisconsin Economic Development 
Corporation 
 
Stephen Wells 
President 
Desert Research Institute 
 
Dean Amhaus 
President & CEO 
The Water Council 
 

247 W. Freshwater Way | Suite 500 | Milwaukee, WI 53204 USA 
1.414.988.8750 thewatercouncil.com 

September 17, 2014 
 
The Honorable Tom Mlada 
City of Port Washington 
100 W. Grand Avenue 
Port Washington, WI 53074 
 
Dear Mayor Mlada: 
 
On behalf of The Water Council, it is my pleasure to support the nomination to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s 
Lake Michigan waters.  As envisioned, the sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime heritage 
resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, 
Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties. 
 
The Water Council was founded in 2009 on three broad principles surrounding economic, 
education and technology development. In our brief history we have seen our membership grow 
to 160, a clear vote of confidence and support of our mission to make Milwaukee, and the 
Southeastern Wisconsin Region, a global hub of water technology, innovation, education, and 
expertise. Our water cluster is the premier water network in the United States, and continues to 
gain global recognition. As a world water hub we know full well that we must strive to make sure 
that we “walk the talk” when it comes to quality programs and initiatives with respect to our 
surrounding lakes and rivers. 
 
A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in 
protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally significant 
shipwrecks.  A sanctuary would provide important benefits to this area, including increased 
tourism and a wide variety of educational programs to share the history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks 
and maritime heritage with the public.  It would be of great benefit to the State, local communities, 
and user groups to be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System. 
 
I support the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site to its 
inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Dean Amhaus 
President & CEO 
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Resolution of the Northeastern Wisconsin Great Lakes Sport 
Fishermen organization (NEWGLSF) in Support of 

A National Marine Sanctuary 
Off-shore in Wisconsin’s Mid-Lake Michigan Region 

 
 

Whereas, Governor Walker has recognized that tourism is a key component of economic 
development and has pledged to make tourism a priority, and; 

 

 
Whereas, the Wisconsin State and Maritime Preservation Program Technical Report Series 
#08-003, funded by the Wisconsin Coastal Management Program, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS), and 
the University of Wisconsin concluded that an 875 square-mile area within the 2,552 
square-mile Mid-Lake Michigan region holds the best potential for a national marine 
sanctuary in Wisconsin; and 

 

 
Whereas, this area contains 14 intact shipwreck sites, significantly more than the other 
maritime trails regions, and holds the best examples of many vessels that sailed Wisconsin 
waters, including Wisconsin’s two oldest shipwrecks discovered to date, the GALLINIPPER 
(1833) and the HOME (1843), both of which retain intact; and 

 

 
Whereas, the National Marine Sanctuary program was established in 1972 under the 
Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act, and today the program serves as the trustee 
for a system of 14 marine protected areas encompassing more than 150,000 square miles of 
ocean and Great Lakes waters; and 

 

 
Whereas, the Wisconsin  Historical Society’s State Maritime Preservation and Archaeology 
Program (SMPA) administers the Wisconsin Maritime Trails program, which encompasses 
four stretches of Wisconsin coastline and links shipwrecks, lighthouses, historic waterfronts, 
historic vessels, museums,  and shore-side historical markers; and 

 

 
Whereas, in 2005 the Wisconsin State Senate and Assembly jointly concurred in a 
resolution that the Wisconsin Maritime Museum in Manitowoc “shall be known also as the 
State’s Maritime Museum,” and as a Smithsonian  Affiliate and museum accredited by the 
American Association of Museums, it is an institution fully capable of performing  as an 
active partner in any marine sanctuary created in Wisconsin; and 

 

 
Whereas, national marine sanctuaries draw national and international attention to regions in 
which they are located and have been featured subjects of countless articles in widely 
respected magazines and journals, books, and films; and 
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Whereas, sanctuaries attract shipwreck divers and the travel and tourism companies who 
arrange specialty excursions, providing additional economic opportunities to charter boat 
businesses, and the marking of shipwrecks with buoys saves fishermen the loss of valuable 
gear and rigging; and 

 

 
Whereas, marine sanctuaries are sites of shipwreck research and educational programs that 
may be beamed live, in real-time to schools and students and provide opportunities to 
receive grant funding to benefit countless students; and 

 

 
Whereas, a marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Mid-Lake Michigan shore would leverage the 
investment made by the State in the 2011-2012 tourism grant to the Wisconsin Maritime 
Museum for the Schooner Coast promotion and help reestablish tourism as a key 
component of economic development in the State and this region; and 

 

 
Whereas, the State  and NOAA could develop an innovative model sanctuary, partnering 
with existing private organizations, such as the Wisconsin Maritime Museum, to create 
the sanctuary’s presence on shore (visitor center); and 

 

 
Whereas, no state or local matching funds or on-going operational support are required in 
order to establish a marine sanctuary; now therefore, be it 

 

 
Resolved by the Northeastern Wisconsin Great Lakes Sport Fishermen’s organization 
that we support establishment of a national marine sanctuary in this region and request our 
representatives in the Senate and Assembly and the Governor to urge NOAA’s Administrator 
to reopen the existing “site evaluation list,” a list that was developed 17 years ago at a time 
when Wisconsin was not envisioned as a potential sanctuary site and request that Wisconsin 
be added to the list of sites and evaluated in due course.  Further, in keeping with Governor 
Walker’s refocus on tourism, we support efforts to establish lines of communication among 
the State and its relevant agencies and departments, NOAA, and the Wisconsin Maritime 
Museum to further this potential project in the interests of economic development in this 
region. 

 
 
 
 
 

September 25, 2014 
Signed Date 

 

 
Thomas H. Kocourek, President 
Northeastern Wisconsin Great Lakes Sport Fishermen 





 

 
 
 

September 18, 2104 

To whom this may concern, 

We are the Great Lakes Sport Fishermen Club – Ozaukee Chapter with a total membership of 
close to two hundred members. We are a 501 (C) (3) non-profit organization that are dedicated to 
the protection & improvement of the Salmon & Trout fishery in Lake Michigan.  Our members 
fish and boat out of the port of Port Washington, WI. At our club’s September 17th Board of 
Director’s meeting a motion was made, seconded and approved to be in support of this proposed 
national marine sanctuary. The many known ship wrecks in our area are a very important part of 
Lake Michigan’s maritime history and deserve all the protection and recognition that they can 
get! 

For the above reasons I am writing, on behalf of our club, in support of the nomination to the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in 
Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters. As envisioned, the sanctuary would protect and interpret 
maritime heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-square-mile area off the 
coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties.  

A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in 
protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally 
significant shipwrecks. A sanctuary would provide important benefits to this area, including 
increased tourism and a wide variety of educational programs to share the history of Wisconsin’s 
shipwrecks and maritime heritage with the public. It would be of great benefit to the State, local 
communities, and user groups to be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System.  

We support the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site to its 
inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries.  

Sincerely, 
 
Bob Hammen/Club President 
G.L.S.F. Club – Oz. Chapter 
 



September 25, 2014 
 
1305 East West Highway 
N/NMS, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 209010 
 
 
Dear Director NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 
 
I am writing in support of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  
As envisioned, the sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 
33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and 
Manitowoc counties. 
 
A national marine sanctuary in our area would build on the accomplishments by the State of 
Wisconsin in protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about 
Wisconsin’s nationally significant shipwrecks.  A sanctuary would provide important benefits 
to this area, including increased tourism and a wide variety of educational programs to share the 
history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks and maritime heritage with the public.  It would be of great 
benefit to the State, local communities, and user groups to be part of the NOAA National Marine 
Sanctuary System. 
 
I support the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site to its 
inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries. 
 
On behalf of the Port Washington Charter Boat Association, I, Captain Chad D. Biersach, 
President, support this nomination as does our association for a national marine sanctuary 
in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters. 
 
In thanks and appreciation, 
 
 
 
Captain Chad D. Biersach 
P.O. Box 616 
Port Washington, WI 53072 
www.cdcharters.com 
 

http://www.cdcharters.com/
















             

         

 
 
October 7, 2014 
 
The Honorable Scott Walker 
Governor of the State of Wisconsin 
115 East, State Capitol 
P.O. Box 7863 
Madison, WI 53707-7863 
 
 
Dear Governor Walker: 
 
On behalf of the City of Port Washington, Port Fish Day, Inc., its Committee and Board of 
Directors, is writing in support of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  As 
envisioned, this sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 33 
known shipwrecks – including the two oldest in Wisconsin and 12 on the National Register – in an 
875-square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties. 
 
There are only 14 National Marine Sanctuaries in the United States – and just one (1) in the Great 
Lakes, which represents more than 20% of the world's freshwater supply. A national marine 
sanctuary here would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in protecting Great 
Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally significant shipwrecks.  A 
sanctuary would provide important benefits for our City of Port Washington, surrounding 
communities and the state of Wisconsin.  We would look toward the sanctuary to increase 
recognition by Great Lakes enthusiasts including a wide variety of educational programs to share the 
history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks and maritime heritage with the public and our generations to 
come.  In short, a National Marine Sanctuary off our shores would be of great benefit to the State, 
local communities, and user groups to be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System. 
 
While the primary mission of the National Marine Sanctuary Program is to advance the protection 
and preservation of archaeological treasures and maritime resources, the secondary benefit – 
significant and sustainable economic impact in local communities – is important, as well.  With deep 
thought and extensive research, our City of Port Washington EDC unanimously voted in support of 
a nomination package submission to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site to its inventory of potential 
national marine sanctuaries.   
 
Port Fish Day, Inc. thanks you for your sincere consideration and support of this extraordinary 
opportunity for our cities, our future generations and the entire State of Wisconsin. 
 
With great respect, 
 

 
Mary A. Greisch Monday, President 
Port Fish Day, Inc. 
 
“The World’s Largest One Day Outdoor Fish Fry” 
Celebrating the Great Fishing Heritage of Port Washington, WI since 1964. 
         

 

P.O. Box 564 
Port Washington, WI 53074 
www.portfishday.com 
 







October 6th, 2014 
 
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
Dear Director Basta: 
 
I am pleased to learn that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has opened the 
nomination process for new National Marine Sanctuary Designations on Lake Michigan.   
I am a resident and business owner in the City of Port Washington, Wisconsin and I am writing in 
support of my city’s efforts to submit a nomination package for a National Marine Sanctuary in Lake 
Michigan.  The waters off Lake Michigan’s western coast contain shipwrecks, rich historical artifacts and 
provide an abundance of natural beauty, all of which deserve recognition and protection.  
 
Port Washington is uniquely positioned to take full advantage of the National Marine Sanctuary 
Designation off her shores, for a number of reasons.   
 
The city has a thriving harbor which draws tourists to the water for a variety of activities including 
diving, fishing, sailing and exploring the rich maritime history of the City.  The harbor is surrounded by 
exceptional waterfront parks and two beaches, all of which draw residents and tourists.  The City fathers 
take great care in improving the waterfront year after year, which has made Port Washington a place so 
attractive that I moved my family and my marine engineering business here from Florida in 2010. 
 
The Port Washington Historical Society is a dynamic organization which is constructing a remarkable 
maritime heritage museum just one block from the water.  This multimillion-dollar installation will bring 
the history of the coast to life for adults and children, allowing them to learn about the many shipwrecks 
nearby. It will include a host of other interactive high-tech exhibits which promise to foster an interest in 
the local waters for many generations. 
 
Port Washington has a long history of commercial and recreational fishing, and boasts the largest fleet of 
fishing and diving vessels in the area. 
 
The K-12 school system cultivates interest in the local waters and in high-tech learning, including an 
impressive robotics program which can lead interested students into underwater exploration. 
 
Port Washington is part of the Milwaukee metropolitan area, which has more than 1.5 million people.  
Many of these residents will be drawn to the Sanctuary with a newfound respect for the coast, the waters 
and the treasures hidden beneath. 
 
Port Washington is a city on the rise, with a keen sense of its connection to Lake Michigan.  I urge you to 
consider including Port Washington and the surrounding coastal areas in this successful NOAA project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bill Prince 
President 
Bill Prince Yacht Design, Inc. 
222 E. Main St., Suite 208 
Port Washington, WI 53074 







 
September 30th, 2014 
 
 

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
Dear Director Basta: 
 
We are writing, as Port Washington Maritime Heritage Festival, Inc., in support of the 
nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national 
marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  As envisioned, the sanctuary would 
protect and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks, in an 875-
square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties.  Our 14 year 
old festival has always celebrated the strong maritime history of Lake Michigan, most 
significantly how it pertains to the rich history of the City of Port Washington.  We have included 
many aspects at the event to observe and mark the shaping of that history, including guided 
harbor tours noting the shipwrecks off our coast and the resources that were sources of income 
and viability for a developing community dependent on the waters of Lake Michigan.  A national 
marine sanctuary, in our eyes, and those of the visitors to the annual festival, would be nothing 
short of the icing on the cake for this maritime community. 
 
A national marine sanctuary would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in 
protecting Great Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally 
significant shipwrecks.  It would provide important benefits for our City of Port Washington and 
surrounding communities, including increased tourism and a wide variety of educational 
programs to share the history of Wisconsin’s shipwrecks and maritime heritage with the public. 
As noted above, the Maritime Heritage Festival is based on these points and it is what we 
celebrate and educate, year after year, all while providing a local source for these points on a 
daily basis. What a punctuation on the marriage of maritime education, scientific discovery and 
a natural original lakefront community!  It would be of great benefit to the State, local 
communities, and groups like ours to be part of the NOAA National Marine Sanctuary System 
and can’t wait to be a contributing part of it. 
 
The Port Washington Maritime Heritage Festival, Inc., is a non-profit corporation, operating as a 
501(c)3 and very proud of the work our all-volunteer organization accomplishes in sharing and 
promoting Lake Michigan’s unique maritime history.  We are the only annual maritime event on 
this side of the Lake Michigan and excited to partner with and contribute to an entity such as 
NOAA and future National Marine Sanctuary. 
 
We support the submission of a nomination package to NOAA to add this Wisconsin site to its 
inventory of potential national marine sanctuaries.  If there is anything more that we as a 
dedicated group of Port Washington volunteers can do to assist with this, please let us know.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sara Grover - President 
Port Washington Maritime Heritage Festival, Inc. 
(262) 305-9155 









 

 

Views of Port Harbor Center on the Marina in Port Washington, WI 

Entire north end of this facility (11,000 sq ft) is clear and available 

Space is located near ample downtown parking and immediately 

adjacent to inner harbor with easy accessibility to vessels of varied sizes 

Please contact Don Voigt, principal, 414-940-9281 for more information 



October 3rd, 2014 
 
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
Dear Director Basta: 
 
I am writing in support of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan waters.  As envisioned, this 
sanctuary would protect and interpret maritime heritage resources, including 33 known shipwrecks – 
including the two oldest in Wisconsin and 12 shipwrecks on the National Register – in an 875-
square-mile area off the coast of Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Manitowoc counties. 
 
There are only 14 National Marine Sanctuaries in the United States – and just one (1) in the Great 
Lakes, which represents more than 20% of the world's freshwater supply.  A national marine 
sanctuary here would build on the accomplishments by the State of Wisconsin in protecting Great 
Lakes shipwrecks and educating the public about Wisconsin’s nationally significant shipwrecks.  
Accordingly, I wholeheartedly endorse the nomination of Lake Michigan waters off Port 
Washington as a national marine sanctuary.  Such recognition is well-deserved, long overdue, and 
would have great and lasting educational, recreational, economic, and tourism value.  
 
My personal experience and readings convince me that preservation of wild places is the best of 
American traditions. Wilderness is at the heart of the nation.  It tells one generation what is right and 
lasting about all generations and about the land itself.  It is only right and proper that such 
preservation efforts extend to our nation’s extraordinary underwater spaces.  The efforts of our 
National Marine Sanctuary Program are truly noble in that endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
DR. MICHAEL FROME 
Professor, Author, and Environmental Steward 



October 8, 2014 

 

Mr. Dan Basta, Director 
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program 
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Dear Director Basta, 

 

I believe there are certain economic, geographic and logistical factors that need to be taken into 

consideration with regard to your selection of a location for the new National Marine Sanctuary facility, 

planned somewhere in the Lake Michigan area. The quality of life for the members of your organization 

that would occupy this facility should also be a factor worth considering. 

 

Port Washington is a nice place to live, a community worth considering for your new facility. We have 

our share of churches and community organizations like other communities, however we also have a 

diversity in both liberal and conservative thinking that makes Port Washington a place of dialog. In 

general, several other communities in Ozaukee County also have this diversity, which supports Port 

Washington being an interesting place to live and to visit. 

 

Port Washington is strategically located on the north side of the Milwaukee metropolitan area and is 

readily accessible via Interstate 43 and State Highways 32, 33 and 57. Access to the city of Green Bay is 

also possible via the interstate, about one hour to the north.  

 

We have a winter and summer farmer’s market, plenty of interest in local food and multiple community 

supported agriculture farms that sell to local restaurants and institutions. We also have the Port Fish 

Day event and other summer festivals that brings tens of thousands of visitors to Port Washington. 

  

My wife and I moved to Port Washington about 25 years ago. We have, considered moving away, but 

every time we have searched for alternative places near water, we have never been able to find a place 

that measures up to the quality of life that we have in Port Washington, which as I mentioned, is a nice 

place to live. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Pat Wilborn 
233 East Pier Street 
Port Washington, WI  53074 
 
www.portfish.org 
262-284-1970 






