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Section I – Basics
Nomination Title: The Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary
Nominator Names(s) & Affiliations(s): Andrew Cuomo, Governor of New York; Kevin
Gardner, Chairman of the Oswego County Legislature; Scott Gray, Chairman of the Jefferson
County Legislature; Keith Batman, Chairman of the Cayuga County Legislature; Steve LeRoy,
Chairman of the Wayne County Board of Supervisors; and William Barlow, Mayor of the City of
Oswego.
Point of Contact: Philip Church, Oswego County Administrator, Chairman of Great Lake
Ontario National Marine Sanctuary Nomination Task Force; 46 East Bridge Street, Oswego
13126; phone 315-349-8235, fax 315-349-8237, e-mail pchurch@oswegocounty.com
Section II – Introduction
Narrative Description: The proposed Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary includes
unique and significant submerged cultural resources within a corridor that is one of the most
historically significant regions in the Great Lakes and the North American continent. Located in
the southeastern and eastern quadrant of Lake Ontario, this area and its tributaries provided food
and transportation trade routes for indigenous peoples and early European explorers, such as
Samuel de Champlain. During the colonial period, it was a strategic theater of conflict among
European powers and the young American republic. Military actions involving naval and land
forces occurred at Sodus, Oswego, Big Sandy Creek, and Sackets Harbor during the French and
Indian War, Revolutionary War and the War of 1812. These actions involved historic figures
such as the Marquis de Montcalm, Sir William Johnson, Commodore Isaac Chauncey and Sir
James Yeo. Later, this region was critical to the development of the American west and our
nation’s industrial core and the westward spread of democracy. The area also served as a
location of maritime innovation and invention, and was crucial in the agricultural expansion of
the 19th century. With the City of Oswego as its geographic center, the proposed sanctuary lies
at the western end of the historic maritime highways of the St. Lawrence River and the ErieOswego Canal. Through this corridor immigration and commerce flowed to and from the
developing east coast cities of New York, Philadelphia, Boston and westward to Buffalo,
Chicago, Detroit and beyond. Oswego’s harbor is the oldest freshwater port in the United States,
and thus this region’s history is intertwined with the history of nearly every other Great Lakes
community.
Within the nomination area there are 21 shipwrecks and one aircraft whose locations are known.
Contemporary vessel loss reports and news reports
indicate that an additional 47 shipwrecks and two
historic aircraft are within the nomination area. These
figures do not include dozens more shipwrecks that the
historical record indicates were salvaged or grounded
and broke apart. Of those known shipwrecks, the St.
Peter, is on the National Register of Historic Places,
and another, the David W. Mills, is New York State’s
only Submerged Cultural Preserve and Dive Site in its
Great Lakes schooner under tow in early
Great Lakes. Several more of the known shipwrecks
20th century.
exhibit intact architectural features and are likely
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eligible for listing, such as the Atlas, Bay State, Queen of the Lakes, Royal Albert, Roberval,
Black Duck and the Lady Washington, which is the second oldest (1797) intact shipwreck
discovered in the Great Lakes. The oldest is also in Lake Ontario, the Revolutionary War-era
HMS Ontario (1780), which is non-contiguous to proposal area.
Inhabitants of the eastern Lake Ontario region have held a unique bond with their heritage and
natural surroundings for centuries. The lake dominated trade and transportation, beginning with
the canoes and boats of early indigenous peoples. Shipbuilding and water transportation has
been one of the largest endeavors of the region from the age of exploration through today’s
commercial age. Nearly every city, town, village or hamlet produced vessels of nearly every
architectural type known to the Great Lakes. 687 known vessels were built within the corridor,
many of which can be found submerged, in whole or in part, throughout the Great Lakes and
their tributaries – even within other existing and proposed National Marine Sanctuaries.
Considerable shore-based infrastructure remains intact in the form of dock-yards, dry-docks,
piers, terminuses, cribs, canal structures, lighthouses, and associated historic architecture. These
resources provide a lasting memory that is not lost on the citizens who reside in the region, as a
rich maritime culture continues to thrive in the forms of commercial shipping, sport fishing,
sailing, yachting, diving, paddling, museums, maritime-themed product and business branding.
The regional maritime heritage in the collective communities of the proposed sanctuary
demonstrates the willingness of the region’s citizens to foster marine educational opportunities
and research, as well as related economic growth and expansion.
Designation of a National Marine Sanctuary (NMS) here would increase the reach and
capabilities of existing educational and research institutions such as, but not limited to: New
York Sea Grant, several colleges of the State University of New York, Syracuse University, the
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, the NYS Museum, Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridor, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Great
Lakes Research Consortium, and not-for-profit museums and school districts that operate on the
shores of southern and eastern Lake Ontario.
Further, the proposed sanctuary would increase tourism and economic opportunity in the
communities along the Seaway Trail – a 518-mile National Scenic Byway that travels directly
along the entire length of the proposed sanctuary corridor. Increased tourism would have
exponential effects on the communities, and shore-based resources within them that support the
education, research, exploration and access to these nationally significant submerged cultural
resources.
The counties of Jefferson, Oswego, Cayuga and Wayne, along with the City of Oswego and the
State of New York are embarking on this effort to preserve, protect, promote and create
economies around such submerged resources – and those shore-based resources that adjoin them.
Establishment of an NMS in this location is the critical enabling step to make this corridor a
world-class epicenter for our nation’s maritime history, heritage and culture and help ensure its
existence for future generations.
Goals Description: The proposed “Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary” will
establish international recognition for the unique maritime historic and cultural features of the
region. The Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council, to be formed by NOAA as a result of this
initiative, will work with local, state, regional, federal, international and indigenous entities to
achieve these stated goals. Centered on submerged heritage resources, the designation will
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increase international awareness of these resources, thereby instituting broad-range exponential
success in nearly every other correlated goal, as described here:
1. To preserve, interpret and protect the region’s and the nation’s submerged maritime
heritage resources and artifacts within the boundaries of the proposed NMS.
2. To expand and enrich regional and international research and educational programs and
opportunities for all levels of educational pursuit - from primary school science and
history to post graduate studies and institutional research in marine sciences, maritime
history, archaeology and related disciplines, thereby facilitating the development of
future leaders and experts in the many fields related to Great Lakes maritime heritage.
3. To build and strengthen partnerships and collaborations between federal, state, local,
indigenous, and international agencies for implementing best practices in maritime
heritage resource management.
4. To pursue and develop strengthened partnerships and co-programming in the areas of
tourism, education, and heritage preservation with local, state, regional, national and
international entities.
5. To support, strengthen, and grow the economic and tourism goals of the counties of
Jefferson, Oswego, Cayuga and Wayne, along with the City of Oswego and New York
State; to develop conservation and management strategies for submerged cultural
resources that are concurrent with, and do not impede, commercial and recreational uses
of the waters within the proposed sanctuary.

Location Description: The proposed Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary
encompasses the waters and bottomlands bordered as follows: Beginning at the western border
of Wayne County (approximately 22 miles east from downtown Rochester), then due north to the
mid-lake international boundary with Canada, following the international border east and
northeastward to the turn of the
border southeast of Point
Alexandria, Wolfe Island, Ont.,
then southeast to the Village of
Cape Vincent in Jefferson
County (26 miles north of
Watertown), and then following
the lake’s shoreline south and
east back to the western border of
Wayne County, excluding waters
of the Port of Oswego Authority.
The area’s midpoint community
is Oswego, 40 miles north of
Syracuse.
The area described above
encompasses approximately
1,746 square miles, with depths
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reaching 802 feet, and borders 193 miles of US shoreline. It borders the scenic shoreline
communities of Cape Vincent, Chaumont, Sackets Harbor, Port Ontario, Richland, Oswego,
Sodus Point, Fair Haven, Ellisburg, Sandy Creek and Pultneyville. It boasts natural features
known as Galloo Island, Grenadier Island, Henderson Harbor, Eastern Lake Ontario Dune and
Wetland System, Mexico Bay, Derby Hill Bird Observatory, Oswego Harbor, Little Sodus Bay,
Blind Sodus Bay, Port Bay, East Bay, Chimney Bluffs, Sodus Bay, and Maxwell Bay. Major
tributaries are the Oswego, Salmon and Black rivers.
Section III – Criteria Information
Criteria 1: Natural Resources and Ecological Qualities
This is a maritime heritage sanctuary nomination. We do not propose that the sanctuary regulate
fishing, water quality or other natural resource attributes of the area. We provide the information
below as context for the maritime heritage resources that are the focus of this nomination.
Lake Ontario is the 12th largest freshwater lake in the world, by area and by volume. It provides
drinking water for over 10 million people in the US and Canada. It’s the smallest Great Lake,
but the second deepest. Only Lake Superior is deeper. This type of deep, cold freshwater
ecosystem is rare worldwide. Although it is not a pristine system (many of the species are nonnative), it is functioning well and restoration is underway for native species such as lake trout,
lake sturgeon, deep-water cisco, and lake herring. Improvement in Lake Ontario water quality
over the last 40 years has assisted in the successful restoration of the American bald eagle to
New York State.
The proposed NMS area features significant
biodiversity in coastal fish and wildlife
habitats including fish spawning shoals
critical for supporting native fish
populations, which support the region’s
outstanding recreational fisheries. Lake
Ontario waters and food web support two
federally listed endangered or candidate
species: Piping plover (endangered) and
American eel (candidate). The lake
supports a large and thriving recreational
fishery for native lake trout, smallmouth
bass, and walleye, and for introduced
species such as Chinook and Coho salmon,
brown trout and rainbow trout.
In 2007, New York State identified the ‘Eastern Lake Ontario Barrier Beach and Wetland
Complex’, a 17-mile long, 5,800 acre area made up of multiple barrier beaches, embayments,
dunes and wetlands. Eastern Lake Ontario marshes and various embayments are unique and
important because of their filtering capacity that improves the lake’s water quality and ability to
offer structural protection for spawning fish and small prey fish before they venture out into the
open lake. The area represents the remains of one of the largest inland dune systems in the
eastern Great Lakes and contains some of the highest quality freshwater marshes in New York
State. The Department of State has deemed the area a "Significant Coastal Fish and Wildlife
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Habitat." Other designations include Audubon "Important Bird Area," New York State "Bird
Conservation Area" and "National Natural Landmark."
Other areas of natural significance contiguous to the proposed NMS include: Chimney Bluffs,
sculpted by the lake’s unique weather, Derby Hill Bird Observatory, one of the premier locations
in North America to observe migrating birds of prey before they traverse the NMS area north;
Lake Shore Marshes; Sterling Nature Center; Stony Point - Lyme Barrel Shoals; Little Galloo
Island; one of only two known nesting areas for double-crested cormorant in upstate New York,
and may contain the largest colony on the Great Lakes.
Criteria 2: Significant Submerged Heritage Resources
Centuries of indigenous habitation, exploration, colonialism, military conflict, and
commercialization necessitated journeys of people and goods on Lake Ontario. These voyages
often met with challenging maritime conditions that resulted in a great number of shipwrecks.
This region’s numerous well-preserved submerged maritime heritage resources are of rare age
and type. They offer a fascinating story that is just beginning to be uncovered and told.
Combined with the rich heritage of the maritime cultural landscape of eastern Lake Ontario,
these “submerged museums” give credence to the case for their preservation, study and
interpretation through the National Marine Sanctuary Program.
Within the nomination area there are 21 shipwrecks and one aircraft whose locations are known.
The oldest date from the late 1700s. The historical record indicates that an additional 47
shipwrecks and two historic aircraft are likely within the nomination area. The 22 located
submerged resources were discovered over the decades by recreational scuba divers and
shipwreck research hobbyists. No government or university sponsored professional scientific
shipwreck surveys have been undertaken of this historic area. Designation as a NMS would
leverage resources and interest to conduct this necessary and important research.
Only one of the potential 71 submerged historic resources has been formally evaluated for
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. Considering the age, condition, and type
of many of the known shipwrecks, several likely meet one or more of the criteria. Designation
as a NMS would provide the impetus to evaluate these resources for listing in the National
Register.
Known Submerged Resources of Special Significance
St. Peter. This vessel was listed in 2004 on the National
Register of Historic Places (Ref. No. 04000226). One
of Lake Ontario’s most impressive recreationally
accessible shipwrecks, the St. Peter is located northeast
of Putneyville. This 135-foot, three-masted schooner
rests upright in 117 feet of water.
In the early daylight hours of Oct. 27, 1898, the St.
Peter succumbed to a violent, early winter blizzard.
Bound for Toledo, OH, she had left Oswego carrying a
full load of coal. On the evening of the 26th, the

Artist’s conception of the St. Peter wreck.
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schooner was approaching the safety of the Welland Canal when the storm struck her with 70
mph winds. Unable to reach the canal, the captain ordered St. Peter to turn back east and run
before the wind. The captain, his wife, and St. Peter’s crew desperately fought for their lives
during 12 long hours of darkness, 14-foot seas, gale-force winds, and freezing sleet. Their battle
was in vain. Only the captain survived the ordeal, rescued by a boat from the local Lifesaving
Service.
David W. Mills. This vessel is the only New York State Submerged Cultural Preserve and Dive
Site in lakes Ontario or Erie. David W. Mills was a typical Great Lakes cargo vessel of the late
19th century. Measuring 202-feet by 34-feet by l3-feet, this wooden "steambarge" could carry
over one million board feet of lumber. Built by Thomas Quayle and Sons, the vessel was
originally named Sparta and was launched at Cleveland, Ohio on April 11, 1874. The vessel was
renamed in 1910 after the manager of the Port Huron Navigation Company. Captain Frank J.
Peterson bought David W. Mills in 1919. David W. Mills ran aground on Ford Shoals on August
11, 1919 in dense smog created by forest fires in Canada. Attempts to free the ship failed and it
broke apart during a violent October storm.
Ford Shoals is the site of at least five shipwrecks, according to historical accounts, most of which
were salvaged. During the mapping of David W. Mills site, maritime artifacts inconsistent with
David W. Mills’ age and type were located, including a large wooden rudder that predates David
W. Mills design and rests within 150 feet of David W. Mills’ metal rudder.
Note on Imagery
Photographic, ROV video, and side-scan imagery of the following seven vessels is
copyrighted and therefore not included in this application. This imagery can be viewed at
www.shipwreckworld.com, where the stories of these vessels can also be read in detail.
Atlas Various sources state this small wooden two-masted schooner was built in 1836 or 1838 at
Dexter by Ortha Little & Son. The vessel foundered in a gale in 1839 while bound from
Chaumont Bay to Oswego with a load of stone. The vessel rests in over 300 feet of water off
Oswego, upright, with partial collapse.
Bay State According to its discoverers, Bay State is the “oldest propeller driven steamship found
to date in Lake Ontario.” Located in deep water off Fair Haven, the vessel rests upright with its
hull largely intact. Constructed at Buffalo in 1852 by Bidwell & Banta, the vessel measured 137
feet by 26 feet. Bay State left Oswego, bound for Cleveland on Nov. 4, 1862. Like St. Peter, the
vessel encountered a gale before reaching the Welland Canal. The storm was too much for this
early steamer, and she began coming apart, eventually sinking. There were no survivors.
Lady Washington This small early commercial vessel, described both as a schooner and sloop,
was built in 1797 as Washington at Presque Isle, near Erie, PA. It is the second oldest shipwreck
to be found in the Great Lakes. After construction she was sold and her new Canadian owners
hauled the vessel down the Niagara escarpment from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario were she was
put into service. Lady Washington went missing on Nov. 11, 1803 loaded with a cargo of
chinaware, and was discovered intact in 2016 in deep water off Oswego.
Queen of The Lakes This 158-year-old vessel is aptly named, given her remarkable condition
today, 110 years after her sinking. She rests in deep water off Sodus, upright and intact with all
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three masts still standing, seemingly ready to take on sail and continue her journeys. Originally
named Robert Taylor, she was built in 1858 at Portsmouth, Ontario. This 129-foot vessel sank
Nov. 28, 1906 with a cargo of coal. While enroute from Charlotte to Kingston she developed a
leak that her pumps could not handle. After 48 years on the lake, Queen of The Lakes foundered.
Her crew survived by launching her yawl and rowing 15 miles to shore.
Three Brothers Built in 1827 by Whitford Gill at Galloo Island, Three Brothers is a rare daggerboard schooner. According to its discoverers, it is “the first fully working dagger-board
schooner ever found.” Lost Nov. 12, 1833 with a cargo of apples and wheat, the schooner
foundered in a storm while sailing from Pultneyville to Oswego. The ship’s tiller, a barrel of
apples, and the captain’s hat were found just east of Oswego near Nine Mile Point.
Royal Albert Built in 1858 by John Simpson at Oakville, Ontario, this two-mast wooden
schooner was lost Aug. 17, 1868 ten miles off Little Sodus with a cargo of 285 tons of railroad
rails. She was heading from Oswego to Toledo when she foundered quickly. The crew escaped
in life boats. Her heavy load of railroad rails may have shifted in heavy seas and caused the
vessel’s seams to split.
Roberval This vessel is an example of a propeller-driven steel bulk freighter of the early 20th
century. She was built in 1907 by Polson Iron Works in Toronto. On Sept. 25, 1916, Roberval
sank in a heavy storm while steaming from Cape Vincent to Oswego with a cargo of lumber.
Two crew lost their lives.
Table 1. Submerged resources that have been located within the proposed NMS area.
Name
Atlas
Bay State
Black Duck
Cormorant
David W Mills
Etta Belle
Gordon
Hartford
Homer Warren
Lady Washington
Mary Kay
Ocean Wave
Orcadian
Queen Of The Lakes
Roberval
Royal Albert
St. Peter
Three Brothers
(aircraft)
USCG Boat 56022
Two canal boats

Built
1836
1852
1859
1941
1874
1871
?
1873
1863
1797
1957
1868
1854
1858
1907
1858
1867
1827

mid1800s

Loss
1839
1862
1872
1958
1919
1873
1879
1994
1919
1803
1988
1890
1858
1906
1916
1868
1874
1833
1952
1977
?

Type
Schooner
Steamer
Scow-sloop
Tug
Steamer
Schooner
Dredge
Schooner
Steamer
Sloop
Tug
Schooner
Brig
Schooner
Steel steamer
Schooner
Schooner
Dagger-board
schooner
USAF C-45
Landing craft
65 and 78-ft
canal boats

Condition
Partial collapse. Oldest known of type.
Hull intact. Deck collapse.
Intact. Good. Perhaps only known of type.
Intact
Broken on shoal. NYSSCPDS
Very good.
Good
Broken apart.
Fair
Intact. Also known as “Washington”
Collapsed.
Broken. Stern & deck missing.
Deck missing. Masts collapsed.
Intact, including 3 upright masts.
Deck missing. Starboard hull collapse.
Good. Intact.
Good. Listed NRHP
Fair to good. Oldest known of type.
Fair to good
Very good. Resting vertical.
Plank on frame construction. Partial collapse.
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HMS Ontario – non-contiguous to NMS proposed area.
The HMS Ontario is included here for NOAA’s consideration to include in the proposed NMS as
a non-contiguous site, and as an example of the remarkable potential for discovery of intact
historic vessels and archaeological sites of significant age and importance within the proposed
NMS area. The HMS Ontario was built in 1780 at Carleton Island in the St, Lawrence River, the
British Royal Navy’s strategic base and shipbuilding center. This 22-gun brig sloop or sloop of
war, (sixth rate) “is the oldest confirmed shipwreck and the only fully intact British warship to
have ever been found in the Great Lakes,” according to her discovers Jim Kennard and Dan
Scoville. She was located in 2008, resting intact with a slight list in over 500 feet of water, west
of the proposed NMS area. During the Revolutionary War, the 80-foot, two-masted HMS
Ontario repeatedly transported British troops and materials across Lake Ontario between Fort
Haldimand on Carleton Island and Fort Niagara. On a return trip from Fort Niagara she
foundered in a storm with up to 120 souls, including British troops, civilians, native Americans,
and American prisoners. Sources: “Legend of the Lake: The 22-Gun Brig-Sloop Ontario 1780”
by Arthur Britton Smith and www.shipwreckworld.com/articles/shipwreck-explorers-discover1780-british-warship-in-lake-ontario

Potential Submerged Resources of Special Significance
B-24 Liberator “Getaway Gertie.” Built by Consolidated
Aircraft, this World War II heavy bomber was lost near Oswego
in Lake Ontario during a snowstorm on Feb. 18, 1944. The B-24
was on a training mission when it encountered a heavy lakeeffect storm that reduced visibility to zero. The aircraft was low
on fuel and began circling over central New York and Lake
Ontario, its eight-man crew desperately trying to fly out of the
storm. The Liberator was last heard by residents of Oswego, as it
Consolidated B-24 “Liberator”
headed out over Lake Ontario. A few days later, a wing section
heavy bomber.
washed ashore east of Oswego. Despite a large search effort at
the time, and many amateur expeditions over the last seven decades, the rare historic wartime
aircraft and her crew remain lost.
Fair American. Built for commercial use in 1804 at Oswego, this 64-foot wooden schooner was
purchased by the U.S government at the start of the War of 1812 and armed with two guns to
become part of the fledgling American Great Lakes fleet. After the war she was returned to
commercial service. She sank in a storm north of the mouth of the Salmon River in October
1818.
Lady Of The Lake. This vessel was built in 1813 at the American naval base and shipbuilding
center at Sackets Harbor as a five-gun armed schooner for service in the War of 1812. At the
conclusion of the conflict she was sold for commercial use. In December of 1826, Lady of the
Lake foundered in a storm with a loss of all hands while in route from York to Oswego.
United Kingdom. This early example of a sidewheel steamer was built in 1828 as the Alciope at
Niagara, Ontario. She carried passengers and package freight on Lake Ontario until she went
down in November 1835 near Oswego.
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Table 2. Potential submerged resources within the proposed NMS area.
Name
Adiramled
American
Appelona
Ardelia
M.Ballard
Philip Becker
Blanche
Robert Bruce
Canada
City Of New York
Comanche
Dolphin
William Elgin
Elizabeth
W.Y. Emery
Fair American

Built
1866
1870
1814
1835
1855
1876
1874
?
1826
1863
1867
1817
1871
1853
1867
1804

Loss
1912
1894
1822
1854
1866
1879
1888
1835
1837
1921
1886
1818
1888
1857
1899
1818

Farmer’s Daughter
Anna Foster
E. B. Gannett
E. Hall
J. E. Hall
Maggie Hunter
Iona
Isaac Jenkins
Jeska
William John
Lady Of The Lake

1816
1875
1864
1863
1863
1862
1892
1873
1909
1865
1813

?
1889
1870
1879
1876
1876
1912
1875
1926
1872
1826

Laurel
Lochiel
Mary
Sir Charles Metcalf
Meteor
Mineral
Moira
North Star
North Star
Ontario
John Parsons
Pioneer
Lloyd S. Porter
Reindeer
Sophia
Algie O. Thayer
Tornado
T.J. Waffle
United Kingdom
Getaway Gertie

1871
1852
1877
1853
1856
?
1855
?
1854
1816
1891
1860
1893
?
1818
1872
1862
1914
1828
?

1876
1854
1905
1861
1874
1860
1862
1863
1886
1832
1913
1871
1917
1838
1827
1879
1870
1919
1835
1944

?

?

1944

Vision

1864

1885

Type
Bulk freighter
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Steam tug
Schooner
Schooner
Sidewheel steamer
Passenger/freighter
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner. Armed
during War of 1812
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Bulk freighter
Schooner
Bulk freighter
Schooner
Schooner. Armed in
War of 1812
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Schooner
Brig-schooner
Steamer
Schooner
Schooner
Sidewheel steamer
Schooner
Schooner
Lumber hooker
?
Schooner
Tug
Tug
Bulk freighter
Sidewheel steamer
U.S. Army B-24
Liberator bomber
U.S. Army C-47
transport
Sloop

Suspected location
Six miles east of Stoney Island, Henderson
Off Stony Point, Henderson
Between Oswego and Genesee, 16 miles offshore
20 miles off Oswego
Off Galloo Island
Ten miles off Oswego
Between Oswego and Brighton, Ont.
West of Henderson
Near Oswego NY
Off Main Duck Island
Near Point Peninsula
Near Pultneyville
16 miles northwest of Oswego NY
Between False Duck Island & Nine Mile Point
1.5 mi off the mouth of Bear Creek
Off the mouth of Salmon River.
Unknown, but built at Ellisburg
20 miles northeast of Charlotte
12 miles north of Oswego
15 miles off Fair Haven
Midway between Pultneyville and Bear Creek
Off Oswego
Off Stony Point
Five miles off Lewis' Bluff, Oswego
Ten miles off Fair Haven
Ten miles north of Oswego
Off Oswego
15 miles from Oswego
15 miles northeast of Genesee
Northeast of Oswego
Near Main Duck Island
Off Ford Shoal near Oswego
Off Adams
Ten miles from Main Duck Island
Seven miles out of Port Ontario
Near Stony Island, north of Oswego
Off Oswego
Off Fair Haven
Ten miles off Main Duck Island
Scuttled off Fair Haven
Unknown, but built at Clayton
6 miles east of Big Sodus Bay and 4 miles offshore
Ten miles off Oswego
Four miles north-west of Oswego
Between Oswego and False Duck Islands
Near Oswego
Deep water off Oswego
Off Sandy Pond
One mile east of Oswego
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The Maritime Landscape
The people, the cargo, the missions undertaken, and the
vessels of many types and varieties, form ripples in the
wake of Lake Ontario history, and they connect directly to
a deep and rich cultural history ashore in the form of
heritage landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic
architecture, and engineering resources of national and
global significance. Examples include Fort Ontario State
Historic Site & Safe Haven Holocaust Refugee Shelter
Museum (now under consideration by Congress as a
National Landmark), the Revolutionary War Trail, Pulaski
Village Historic District, Oswego’s Historic Maritime
District, Sacket’s Harbor Battlefield, the 1871 Sodus Bay
Lighthouse, 1813 Port Ontario Lighthouse, Seaway Trail
National Scenic Byway, and the Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor including the Oswego Canal.
Significant archeological artifacts and remnants of a long
and rich cultural history may remain ‘in situ’ on the
lakebed and potentially the shoreline and embayments of
eastern Lake Ontario. In addition to potential for artifacts
from archaic peoples, there are unresearched artifacts and
features of 19th century extractive industries and
agricultural development, the Vacation Era of 1870 to
1929, docks, piers, canal locks, and military sites.

1684 French drawing showing the
location of a meeting with the
Onondaga Nation leaders with the
French at what is now Port Ontario.

The Five Nations of the Iroquois, the Huron, the French, the British, and the Americans have
important histories along the eastern Lake Ontario shore. Control of the lake by each of these
groups allowed access to the greater interior of North America. The area surrounding the
entrance to the St. Lawrence River was particularly important because it provided a gateway to
trade connectivity between the North American heartlands and Europe. Control of this area along
with various sites of trading posts, harbors and forts was critical, leading to naval and shoreline
conflicts throughout the colonial period until the War of 1812.
Battles fought on and along Eastern Lake Ontario
during the French and Indian War, Revolutionary War
and the War of 1812 involved movements of men and
weaponry by land and waterway routes laced through
the region. In 1809 U.S. Naval midshipman James
Fenimore Cooper was stationed in Oswego
constructing America’s first Great Lakes warship, the
16-gun brig USS Oneida. He later chose this location
as the setting for The Pathfinder, third in his classic
literary series of “Leatherstocking Tales.” Local lore
in shoreline communities describes tremendous acts of
British attack on Fort Ontario, May 1814.
stealth and bravery. Among these are the events
surrounding the May 1814 Battle of Oswego and Battle of Big Sandy, during which a 4-ton
ship’s anchor cable critical for the USS Superior that was carried by bateaux and over land by
200 men from Oswego to Sackets Harbor. This event became the basis for the young readers
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book and stage play, “The Great Rope,” by Dr. Rosemary Nesbitt, founder of the H. Lee White
Maritime Museum.
During the War of 1812, Sackets Harbor became the center of American naval and military
activity for Lake Ontario and the St Lawrence River region. A large fleet was constructed at the
harbor’s extensive shipyard to compete with the British Navy’s fleet constructed and
headquartered at Kingston. Barracks were also built for the thousands of soldiers, sailors, and
mechanics who soon arrived to provide the manpower for the invasion and conquest of Canada.
Potential exists for discovery of submerged artifacts and features around this historic harbor.
Eastern Lake Ontario served as an important trade route from the eras of archaic and indigenous
peoples to colonial settlement and eventually the development of the Erie and Oswego Canals.
Portage routes connecting to eastern Lake Ontario later became canals, and trails transitioned to
roads and eventually railways. As the first freshwater port designated by Congress, the Port of
Oswego has been a major shipping port for well over 200 years.
Trade by water route between the resource-rich
Canadian territories, the St. Lawrence River and the
western Great Lakes was amplified with the
introduction of a direct maritime connection to the Port
of New York through New York State via the Oswego
Canal (1828) and the Erie Canal (1825). This
transportation system dramatically reduced the
transport cost of goods, opening regions farther west to
settlement. Urban settlement during the 1840s brought
industrialization with faster-moving steamboats,
Oswego Harbor and Canal Entrance, c 1900.
railroads and telegraphs connecting lakeshore
communities to the news and the needs of the day.
Enlarged between 1834 and 1862, the canal's peak year was 1855, when 33,000 commercial
shipments took place. By the end of the 19th century the green forests along the Lake Ontario
shore had transitioned to farmland that produced food products for easy export via the
connecting railroads and waterways. The engineering of these locked waterways (necessary to
negotiate changes in elevation between the Port of Oswego and the Port of New York), resulted
in the development of related coastal industry, shipping, services and the accompanying built
environment, much of which remains today.
In 2000, the United States Congress designated the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor to
recognize the national significance of the canal system as the most successful and influential
human-built waterway and one of the most important works of civil engineering and construction
in North America. The proposed NMS area would extend a designation of national significance
to the resting grounds of a diverse collection of submerged vessels linked to the canal’s heritage.
U.S. and Great Lakes maritime technology also developed and evolved here in the communities
of the proposed NMS, including the introduction of what became our modern-day grain elevator
systems. The first American vessel to sail on Lake Ontario after the Revolution was launched in
1789 from Big Sodus Bay. The first center-board schooner was built at Oswego in 1806. In
1809, the Diana was built at Oswego, later to become the famous USS Hamilton. The US Navy’s
first vessel on Lake Ontario, USS Oneida, was built in Oswego in 1808. Also built in Oswego
was Vandalia, the first screw-propelled vessel in the Great Lakes which revolutionized
steamboats. The USS Jefferson, the first iron boat on Lake Ontario was built in Oswego in 1845,
followed in 1850 by the O. S. Howard, the first steam tug on the Great Lakes.
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Pultneyville, Little Sodus Bay, Oswego, Selkirk and Cape Vincent are known to have been
gateways to freedom in Canada for enslaved people during the American Civil War era. Some of
the Underground Railroad ‘safe house’ coastal buildings, where people gave and received shelter
during this unsettling time in American history, still exist.
Lighthouses. Lighthouses along the proposed NMS
include Cape Vincent Breakwater Lighthouse; Tibbets
Point Light; East Charity Shoal Lighthouse, built to mark
the shallows over a 3,000-ft diameter rocky hazard off
Cape Vincent; Horse Island Light off Sackets Harbor;
Stony Point (Henderson) Light near Henderson Bay
originally lit in 1869; Selkirk Light*, activated in 1838 at
mouth of the Salmon River is one of only
four lighthouses in the United States that retains its
original bird-cage lantern; Oswego West Pierhead
Lighthouse*; and the Sodus Outer Lighthouse and Sodus
Point Light* in Wayne County.
*NRHP

Tibbets Point Lighthouse is one of
nine lighthouses in the proposed NMS.

Criteria 3: Economic Use
With 193 miles of Lake Ontario shoreline comprised of sandy and rocky beaches, sublime
natural clay formations and overlooks, thousands of acres of conservation lands and wildlife
management areas, numerous historic sites, variety of gamefish, accessible shipwrecks, fine
examples of historic architectural types in vibrant welcoming communities, and a reputation for
some of the most spectacular sunsets in North America, the proposed NMS area is already an
international destination for visitors.
Tourism related to enjoyment of these and other assets amounts to more than $100 billion
statewide in New York, the most visited state by overseas travelers in 2014, according to the
U.S. Department of Commerce's National Travel & Tourism Office. The State recognizes the
importance of tourism as an economic sector and supports the industry with grants and direct
funding through its famous I ♥NY program. Some of the most popular and growing tourism
sectors in the state are strong in the proposed NMS area. In recent reports by Tourism
Economics, an Oxford Economics Company, the combined annual traveler spending alone in
Oswego, Jefferson, Cayuga, and Wayne Counties was over $442 million. This spending
represents just a fraction of the total overall impact of tourism in the regional economy if one
considers labor income, employment and taxes.
Fishing. The region is known for its world-class fisheries.
Record breaking catches attract serious sport fishing enthusiasts
regularly. Both warm season and ice fishing are popular. In
2015, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) estimated the overall annual economic impact of sport
fishing in Oswego County alone to be $42 million, and another
$35.3 million in Jefferson County. Data on fishing license sales
annually demonstrates that Oswego County alone sells more
non-resident licenses than any other county in the state and
more than all other Lake Ontario counties combined. These
data sets also establish the world-wide breadth of interest in the
Lake Ontario fishery, because anglers from every state in the

Eastern Lake Ontario boasts
some of the best sportfishing
in North America.
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nation and many countries are represented. Angler survey data indicate excellent catch rates over
the last 10 years, and countless trophy-size fish have been caught. The Salmon River is a
premier fly fishing destination in North America. In fact, the waters of Lake Ontario, including
its embayments and tributaries within the proposed nomination area, have produced over one
dozen New York State and world fishing records.
Diving. Scuba divers represent an economic impact of more
than $108 million to New York’s Great Lakes region (New
York Sea Grant survey, 1999). The fresh waters of the St.
Lawrence River, Lake Ontario, Niagara River and Lake Erie
are filled with fascinating shipwrecks, aquatic life, and
geologic formations. In 2007, “Dive the Seaway Trail,” a
project of New York Sea Grant and Seaway Trail, Inc.,
showcased this largely undiscovered underwater destination
for attention by diving enthusiasts and maritime history buffs.
A diver explores the wreck of the
The “Dive the Seaway Trail” project includes development of
tugboat Mary Kay near Oswego.
a series of dive sites marked, buoyed and maintained by
community-based stewards along the 518-mile freshwater shoreline in New York and
Pennsylvania.
The Great Lakes Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway. The proposed NMS area is along
over one-third of the Great Lakes Seaway
Trail. This National Scenic Byway is a 518mile driving route that follows the shores of
Lake Erie, the Niagara River, Lake Ontario,
and the St. Lawrence River. It connects
destinations such as Presque Isle, Niagara
Falls, and the Thousand Islands, and the
cities of Erie, Buffalo, Rochester, and
Great Lakes Seaway Trail interpretive panels overlooking
Oswego. The trail is popular with resident
Oswego Harbor, telling the story of the harbor’s forts, the
and visitor bicyclists, motorists and
wreck of the David W. Mills, and waterfowl species,
motorcyclists. The trail highlights unique
respectively.
historical attractions and cultural heritage
sites, scenic vistas, waterfront towns and villages, festivals and events found along its path.
Great Lakes Seaway Trail maintains over 60 kiosks along the route, featuring maps and
information. In addition, there are over 150 colorful panels installed in waterfront locations that
interpret the people, places, environment and events of each specific site. Many focus on
maritime heritage.
Heritage Tourism. Museums like the H. Lee White Maritime Museum in the City of Oswego,
the Sodus Bay Lighthouse Museum in Wayne County and the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton,
showcase fascinating aspects of the region’s maritime heritage, depicting over 400 years of Great
Lakes history with a variety of artifacts, paintings, models, events and exhibits.
Fort Ontario brings military life of 1868 alive for visitors. This New York State Historic Site
overlooks beautiful eastern Lake Ontario in Oswego. Visitors have an opportunity to see the
enlisted men’s barracks, officers’ quarters, the powder magazine, and much more. Known as the
“Guardian of the Northern Frontier,” Fort Ontario has been rebuilt and changed hands several

13

times since the first fortress was built on this site in 1755. The present star-shaped fort dates back
to the early 1840s and offers an insider’s look at life on a military post in 1868.
The Safe Haven Holocaust and Refugee Shelter Museum commemorates America’s only shelter
for Nazi Holocaust survivors. It is dedicated to preserving the stories of 982 World War II
refugees from 18 war-torn countries who were allowed into the United States as guests of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. These Holocaust survivors were housed at Fort Ontario in
Oswego from August 1944 until February 1946.
The Salmon River International Sportfishing Museum is home to a collection of over 250,000
historic items originally on display at the Gladding Corporation’s museum, which was believed
to be the nation’s first sportfishing museum. The collection includes homemade antique fishing
rods, rare lures, reels and tackle, books, original watercolors and historic prints
Sackets Harbor Battlefield interprets the War of 1812 for visitors, and children are enthralled by
re-enactors marching and firing muskets and cannon. The battlefield is interpreted to the public
by exhibits, outdoor signs, reenactors, guided and self-guided tours, and a restored 1850's Navy
Yard and Commandant's House.
A Regional Recreation and Heritage Plan, currently in progress for Central New York, will
provide the planning foundation for development of a regionally-interlinked network of
recreational and heritage trails and bike routes to be accompanied by recommendations for
protection, rehabilitation, reuse and development of complimentary services and infrastructure
targeted toward growth in tourism in the region.
Beaches. Thousands of people of all ages visit Lake Ontario beaches every summer to relax and
play in the sand and swim in its waters contributing millions of dollars to local economies in the
region. The three NYS parks in Oswego and Cayuga counties alone (Fair Haven, Selkirk Shores
and Sandy Island Beach) attracted 430,573 visitors in 2015. Other popular state beaches within
the proposed NMS area, Southwick Beach State Park, Robert Wehle and Westcott State Parks,
attracted 317,947 in 2014.
Boating & Sailing. Boating enthusiasts piloting crafts of all types and sizes enjoy the entire
nomination area from the scenic Thousand Islands Region in the east to open lake waters to the
west. Historically, competitive sailing has made an impact on the eastern region of Lake
Ontario. The sport of yacht racing has deep roots in this region and continues to be a source of
recreation and pride for many Lake Ontario communities. The Eastern Yachting Circuit (EYC)
in an international yacht racing association concentrating exclusively on the eastern region of
Lake Ontario. It is comprised of 12 yacht clubs located in New York State, Ontario, and
Quebec. This association provides competitive racing, through a yearly regatta.
There are several educational programs that introduce children and adults to sailing and boating
on Lake Ontario within the region. The H. Lee White Maritime Museum offers affordable sailing
and boating programs four youth and adults alike to have an opportunity to connect with sailing
and the waterfront. Sodus Bay Yacht Club’s adult sailing program provides a means for adults
to learn to sail beyond their youth programs. The region provides support for people of all ages
with the desire to learn to sail, and provides a gateway to competing in the sport at the highest
levels.
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Criteria 4: Conservation and Management for Public Benefit
Eastern Lake Ontario is a uniquely rich natural and cultural environment that has drawn settlers
and visitors for centuries. A tapestry of maritime history is woven of unique submerged heritage
resources, scenic coastal landscapes, diverse and rare wetland and dune systems, canal-linked
waterway trade routes, and world-class fisheries.
Today, Eastern Lake Ontario is a destination for all-season tourism with a variety of activities on
the lake from sailing, swimming, boating, and sport-fishing to shore-side farmers markets,
festivals, bird watching, skiing, u-pick produce, award-winning wineries and historic villages
and port cities. Residents and visitors alike can often be found lining the shore on summer
evenings to experience the astounding beauty of what many consider to be among the most
magnificent sunsets in the world.
The 2015 Central New York Travel Market Research study conducted by Young Strategies, Inc.
revealed that the quality of outdoor experiences found in Central New York ranks highest of
several amenities that were rated by visitors and residents. According to research conducted
between January and May 2015, 49.1% of visitors participate in 18 categories of outdoor
activities in the region. Many of these activities are directly related to assets found along the
Eastern Lake Ontario waters, including hiking, boating, wildlife viewing/birding, fishing the
Salmon River, fishing Lake Ontario, scuba diving, and ice fishing.
The Salmon River and Oswego River and Black River, along with many other tributaries to the
lake provide numerous public fishing opportunities that have resulted in many state and worldclass trophy catches of salmon and trout. Fifteen state parks and several local parks and preserves
line the southeastern and eastern shores along the proposed NMS area.
The region’s rolling hills and scenic valleys are crisscrossed with hundreds of miles of national,
state and local recreation trails that support hiking, bicycling, and camping. Inter-regional
linkages such as North Country National Scenic Trail, Seaway Trail, Finger Lakes Trail System,
and the Adirondack Park, draw hikers and road trippers alike. Numerous lakes and waterways
directly connect to the proposed NMS area and serve as recreational magnets.
The Erie Canalway corridor, including the Cayuga, Seneca, Oswego and Oneida Rivers, serve as
blueway corridors, connecting the lake and Port of Oswego’s deep-water port with interior lakes
such as Cayuga and Owasco. The Erie Canalway Trail and its connectivity to the wider Central
New York community represents potential for recreational and economic growth, with the
benefit of increased healthy outdoor activity for residents and visitors alike.
The conservation and management of these resources is undertaken cooperatively by national
and state discussed in Management Consideration 5. Local conservation and management
activities are undertaken by environmental management councils, which are provided for by state
law, local community development agencies, volunteer organizations and conservation entities
such as the Nature Conservancy and Audubon Society.
From conservation of the region’s rich agricultural heritage and scenic rural landscapes, to
support for the day-to-day work of a multitude of natural and cultural resource managers;
becoming host to the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would help tremendously to
highlight and further the region’s need to preserve, protect and share the many beneficial assets
15

that exist here, and to encourage the recognition and involvement of the wider community in a
conservation-based resource protection mission.
Section IV – Consideration Information
Management Consideration 1: Research Opportunities
Unlike conditions in the marine environment that
rapidly deteriorate many structures, the cold fresh water
environment of the Great Lakes acts to preserve
submerged historic resources. Wooden sailing vessels
from the 18th century, such as the HMS Ontario and
Lady Washington, have been located intact with
artifacts of sailors’ and soldiers’ in situ. As a general
rule, and depending on the violence of its loss, the
deeper a resource is submerged, the more likely it is to
be intact. While some of the submerged resources in
the proposed NMS area are in waters shallow enough
for recreational and technical diver access, many are at
depths accessible only by submersible and remotelyoperated- vehicles (ROV). Due to the east to west flow
of history across the Great Lakes, many of the
shipwrecks in Lake Ontario are of older construction
than those found in the western lakes. While the
western Great Lakes provide extraordinary examples of
commercial vessels from the mid-19th century forward,
only in this proposed Lake Ontario sanctuary are intact
vessels being discovered from earlier periods and of
military origin.

Site plan of the wreck of the St. Peter.

Military ships and vessels converted between military and commercial uses are part of the
historic record within the proposed NMS. The discovery of the Revolutionary War ship HMS
Ontario in 2008, along with earlier discoveries of the War of 1812 ships USS Hamilton and USS
Scourge, all resting intact on the lake bottom, is evidence that historic vessels of these types and
great age likely still exist. The identity, depth and undisturbed nature of many of these very
early Great Lakes shipwrecks, described in more detail in Criteria 2, provide opportunity for
unique historic and scientific inquiry.
The known and suspected submerged resources within the proposed NMS area are opportunities
for many fields and subjects of study, including design and construction of a variety early Great
Lakes commercial and military vessel types, ship conversion, early passenger and cargo trade,
artifact and vessel preservation, lake-life environments and habitats within man-made structures,
the expansion of European/American settlement of the mid-West, the Underground Railroad, and
the impact of weather on the flow of history.
Several research entities conduct studies in marine science and archaeology in this region, whose
opportunities for enhanced or new activities would be greatly expanded with the designation of
an NMS:
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The Great Lakes Research Consortium. (GLRC) is an organization dedicated to collaborative
research and education on the Great Lakes, focusing on ecosystem studies and the physical,
biological, and chemical processes affecting the lake system. It is comprised of 18 colleges and
universities in New York State and nine affiliate campuses in Ontario, Canada, with a total of
nearly 400 faculty members.
The New York Archaeological Council. (NYAC) is a not-for-profit association of professional
archaeologists that exists to “stimulate, guide, direct and conduct research in the field of
archaeology in the State of New York.” The council publishes research, facilitates the exchange
and dissemination of information, and promotes archaeology of public education.
New York Sea Grant. (NYSG) is a very active participant in all facets of research and
education related to Lake Ontario. Beginning in the early 1990s the NYSG office at Oswego
was an early participant and facilitator of the first organized explorations of shipwrecks and their
public interpretation in southeastern Lake Ontario. In partnership with the former Oswego
Maritime Foundation, NYSG was a catalyst for the establishment of the New York State’s first
and only “cultural preserve and dive site,” which is centered around the wreck of the David W.
Mills. NYSG went on to coordinate with Seaway Trail the designation of four additional dive
sites as the “Underwater Seaway Trail.” NYSG has conducted or facilitated numerous important
studies of this proposed sanctuary area, including published research into the rare Eastern Lake
Ontario Dune System, economic impacts of scuba diving, and shoreline erosion, and water
quality and contaminants.
Ontario Underwater Council and Save Ontario Shipwrecks. With the proposed NMS
bordering the Province of Ontario’s waters in Lake Ontario, an important opportunity for
international research cooperation exists. Both organizations have indicated their support and
excitement for this proposed sanctuary (see Appendix).
Management Consideration 2: Education Opportunities
Marine heritage education in this region has largely been undertaken by non-profit organizations
such as the Oswego Maritime Foundation and H. Lee White Maritime Museum (now combined),
New York Sea Grant, New York State Divers’ Association, Canal Society of New York State,
Erie Canal Museum, Sodus Bay Lighthouse Museum, and Seaway Trail, Inc. Through special
programming and exhibits, these groups bring to the public and school children the history and
heritage of Lake Ontario and its communities.
Through the efforts of the former Oswego Maritime
Foundation and New York Sea Grant, the wreck of the
David W. Mills was mapped and a documentary about
the project was produced with PBS affiliate WCNY.
The wreck was designated as the only New York State
Submerged Cultural Preserve and Dive Site in Lake
Ontario in 2000. The site was officially opened with a
first of its kind live underwater broadcast from the
wreck site to the evening news on ABC affiliate WSYR.
The multi-year efforts of organizations and media such
as these, and those discussed in Management

Live broadcast of underwater ribboncutting at the David W. Mills site.
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Consideration 1, to bring Lake Ontario’s underwater world to the public and into grade schools
clearly demonstrate there is an interest, a will, and a public demand for more learning
opportunities centered on maritime heritage in this region.
Many historic resources are resting on the lake bottom due to eastern Lake Ontario’s unique and
sometimes violent weather features. Warm, humid air from the Gulf of Mexico and cold, dry air
from the Arctic meet over the Great Lakes and impact the region’s climate. The results are often
“nor’easters” and blinding “lake effect” storms that doomed many vessels in their path. These
present educational opportunities for NOAA’s National Weather Service, National Severe
Storms Laboratory, and Marine Sanctuaries Program to use the stories of these heritage resources
in collaborative projects to inspire interest in meteorology and history.
Designation of the proposed area as a NMS will greatly enhance these opportunities and provide
the needed impetus and momentum to involve the New York State Museum and local school
districts. Institutions of higher education in the region will have the opportunity to create or
expand programs in marine science and archaeology. These institutions include Syracuse
University, the State University College at Oswego, State College of Environmental Science and
Forestry, Cayuga Community College, Finger Lakes Community College and Jefferson
Community College. The prestige and coordinated resource management resulting from an
NMS designation will also provide these institutions with opportunities to enhance their
curriculum through partnering with institutions around the world that offer programs in marine
research, history, nautical archaeology and marine technologies.
Management Consideration 3: Threats to the Resources
Lake Ontario is an annual tourism destination for hundreds of thousands of visiting boaters,
anglers, and scuba divers, and it is the first Great Lake traversed by vessels coming from the St.
Lawrence Seaway. While both of these factors are significant contributors to the regional
economy and residents’ quality of life, they also make local waters and resources vulnerable to
invasive species. Over the past two decades, zebra and quagga mussels have infiltrated the lake
and colonized many historic shipwrecks. Some vessels are entirely encased with the mussels,
resulting in the ability for a diver or researcher to only see the outline of the vessel and its
artifacts. The mussel attaches itself to objects by embedding its byssal threads into the surface,
potentially damaging fragile wood structures of submerged vessels.
Advances in underwater bottom imaging, side-scan sonar and magnetometer technologies have
made these tools increasingly available and usable by the general public and private sector. This
greatly increases the likelihood that more and more of the “undiscovered” shipwrecks and
aircraft in this region will be found by people not involved in government, university, or museum
sanctioned research. While most are maritime history enthusiasts and divers who respect the
resources and their heritage, there is the risk that artifact collectors and illegal salvagers will be
among those searching the depths.
The importance of commercial shipping to this region cannot be understated, nor can the impact
of boating-related tourism. Both depend on clear channels for safe navigation, which require
periodic dredging. The sponsors of this proposal do not see a conflict with an NMS designation
and the continuation of critical channel and harbor dredging activities. Dredging needs have
been met through routine maintenance that has not impacted the quality of the area’s shipwrecks.
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The great depth of many of the shipwrecks minimizes their risk for damage by nets or anchors
within shipping channels or sportfishing areas. However, some shipwrecks of importance are
shallower; and future discoveries may be found in shallow waters and would benefit from
conservation management that is concomitant with commercial and recreational activities.
The Region’s unique natural characteristics that led to the rapid maritime, industrial and
municipal growth along the coast also were subject to adverse impacts from pollution and habitat
degradation. Due to these significant impacts, the lower Oswego River was designated one of 43
“Areas of Concern” across the entire Great Lakes region. However, thanks to considerable
investments by the State, City and County of Oswego the AOC was restored and officially
delisted in 2008 – the first Area of Concern in the U.S. to attain this distinction.
Designation as a NMS will not only foster conservation by increasing public awareness and
appreciation for maritime history and shipwrecks, it will also supplement and enhance current
protections. Conservation and management policies such as those successfully implemented in
the Thunder Bay NMS would minimize the risks of damage and artifact collection.
Management Consideration 4: Unique Conservation and Management Value
Designation of a marine sanctuary for southeastern Lake Ontario would bring needed scientific,
technological, and financial resources to bear in the development of a collaborative effort to
manage the sanctuary, and would present opportunities for related community involvement,
scientific research, outreach and education across New York State and the international Great
Lakes Region.
The geographic location of the proposed NMS is easily accessible through major metropolitan
hubs such as New York, Philadelphia, Boston and Montreal, and connects to the world. The
proposed area borders the Province of Ontario, which is very active in shipwreck research and
education. The proposed NMS therefore presents opportunities for collaboration between
NOAA, the State, and Canada on marine heritage research and interpretation. The result would
be an anchor location for NOAA to help preserve, study and share the full story of the natural
and cultural heritage of the largest group of fresh water lakes on Earth.
Education of the public and of future scholars is the key to successful and meaningful
conservation and preservation of submerged cultural resources. An NMS designation will
provide the impetus for regional universities to collaborate with local and state management
efforts to develop public outreach activities and new and enhanced programs of study
Sanctuary designation would bring NOAA’s network of resources and expertise to aid state and
local efforts to understand, protect, and interpret these important historic resources.
Management Consideration 5: Regulatory and Management Authorities
Although the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 created the National Register of
Historic Places, State Historic Preservation Offices and the Section 106 Review Process, and the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 declared that it is a federal policy to "preserve
important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of our national heritage,” these laws do not
necessarily translate to actual preservation in the field. On the State level, section 233 of the
State Education Law states that it is unlawful to disturb archaeological resources on public lands
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without first obtaining a permit from the New York State Museum, but without the needed
outreach, education and presence in the vicinity of the resources, these laws may not be enough
to support protection.
New York's State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) helps communities identify, evaluate,
preserve, and revitalize their historic, archeological, and cultural resources. The SHPO
administers programs authorized by both the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 and the
New York State Historic Preservation Act of 1980. These programs, including the Statewide
Historic Resources Survey, the New York State and National Registers of Historic Places, the
federal historic rehabilitation tax credit, the Certified Local Government program, the state
historic preservation grants program, state and federal environmental review, and a wide range of
technical assistance, are provided through a network of teams assigned to territories across the
state. The SHPO works with governments, the public, and educational and not-for-profit
organizations to raise historic preservation awareness, to instill in New Yorkers a sense of pride
in the state's unique history and to encourage heritage tourism and community revitalization. The
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) contributes to updated
regulations contained in Title 9 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (NYCRR) that
implement the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law and the Navigation Law.
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) is the body of law that established NY Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) in 1970 and authorizes its programs. DEC combines in a
single agency all state programs designed to protect and enhance the environment and enforces
environmental laws through a number of means, including traditional police-type law
enforcement, as well as administrative and civil actions. State enforcement personnel and
policies aim to work in concert with their local and federal counterparts, keeping citizens
informed and involved.
Staffing through DEC and SHPO offices is limited in time and numbers compared to the
diversity and extent of the resources over which they have oversight and management
responsibilities, therefore these efforts would benefit from partnership with NOAA.
The New York State Park Police provide essential police services consistent with the OPRHP's
mission-to provide safe and enjoyable recreational opportunities for residents and visitors. State
Park Police assist park users, make arrests, conduct criminal and non-criminal investigations, and
provide emergency services. State Park Police also provide special services including marine law
enforcement and education duties on state waterways, snowmobile enforcement and education,
high angle and swift water rescue teams.
Congress enacted the federal Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) to encourage coastal states
to be proactive in managing natural resources for their benefit and the benefit of the nation. The
Department of State (DOS) is the administrative home to New York’s Coastal Management
Program. Key coastal policies potentially advanced by the proposed NMS designation would
include those focused on historic preservation, public access and recreation, and commercial and
recreational fisheries.
DOS also has worked with a number of Lake Ontario communities adjacent to the proposed
sanctuary to foster resource protection and advance tourism opportunities through the
development of Local Waterfront Revitalization Programs (LWRPs). In some cases, LWRPs are
associated with a Harbor Management Plan that extends into the water. Many of these LWRPs
include a focus on heritage resources within the community that complement the submerged
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resources that are a focus of this NMS nomination. LWRPs exist in the City of Oswego, the
Village of Cape Vincent, the Village of Dexter and the Village of Sodus Point. LWRPs being
updated include the Town of Huron, and the Village of Sackets Harbor and the City of
Watertown. These which support sound management principles in the protection and
enhancement of the economic, historic, archaeological, educational, and recreational resources to
improve the quality of life for residents and visitors.
Bottomlands of Lake Ontario are owned by the State of New York. The New York State Office
of General Services manages most underwater holdings. Jurisdiction over historic artifacts found
in the lake or on the lake bottom outside of any privately-owned ‘water lots’ falls to the New
York State Museum, SHPO, DEC, Department of State Coastal Management Program and the
Office of General Services. Because of the large number and likely significance in our national
history of the submerged heritage resources located in the waters of eastern Lake Ontario, it is
critically important to continue the work of inventory and documentation of these resources
along with advancing the public understanding and appreciation of their meaning through the
benefits that sanctuary designation would bring. The NMS may be a catalyst for more
centralized unified jurisdiction among these agencies.
The proposed NMS area is integral to two binational agreements, the U.S./Canada Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement and the U.S./Canadian Convention of Great Lakes Fisheries, both of
which are designed to promote cooperative management in water quality restoration and
sustainable aquatic resource management on a lake-wide basis, enhance public awareness and
stewardship of the resources, and facilitate continual research to understand changes in the
aquatic ecosystem.
State and federal laws make submerged heritage resources the shared cultural and historic legacy
and property of the people of New York. Submerged Heritage Preserves and Cultural Preserves
are historic shipwrecks and other submerged archaeological resources marked by a round
mooring buoy, which provides access to the site, and a barrel-shaped navigation buoy. These
programs sets rules and regulations for preserve sites including forbidding removing artifacts or
damaging shipwrecks, trail lines, signage or buoys in the preserve system. State and federal laws
help preserve this heritage so that future generations can enjoy and learn. New York welcomes
partnership with NOAA to preserve and interpret submerged heritage sites.
Management Consideration 6: Partnership Opportunities
NMS in Central New York Regional Economic Development Council 5-Year Plan. In
2015, the County of Oswego submitted the concept of having a NMS designated in the southeastern quadrant of Lake Ontario to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Central New York Regional
Economic Development Council (CNYREDC) through a process developed to identify
ideas/projects that have the potential to transform the region in any one of a dozen or so
predetermined business sectors. Our application discussed the potential economic impacts that
might be brought about by the various activities that would likely result from an NMS
designation. It suggested that the project would require some civic infrastructure enhancements
in the lakeside communities that would see the greatest influx of visitors if the sanctuary
nomination proposal is approved. Oswego County identified $10 million as an approximate
number that could fulfill those needs.
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The CNYREDC recognized that this NMS initiative could in fact be “transformative” and
selected it as one of a very few in the tourism sector to be highlighted in their 5-year plan. The
regional plan was subsequently selected as one of the top three regional development plans in
New York State and the region was awarded $500 million over a five-year period to implement
their strategies.
Should our nomination proposal be met with favor, it would be our intention to use at least some
of the funding we previously identified to partially support the capital costs required for a
primary and satellite visitor centers. Way finding signage, remote interpretive technologies,
branding and promotional materials are other likely investments that could be considered for
funding through this source.
Support for NMS-related Businesses. Governor Cuomo’s “StartUp” New York program
provides financial assistance and 10 years of tax relief to businesses that locate near state
universities and colleges. The NMS/StartUp combination has the potential to attract marine
recreation and marine technology businesses to the region. The CNYREDC plan recognizes the
potential growth in the field of unmanned systems and is now making strategic investments to
capitalize on the region’s strength in this industry sector. A NMS in close proximity to some of
the world leaders in this field could be the impetus for future innovations in unmanned
underwater systems technology in partnership with universities and NOAA.
Underwater Blueway Trail. Funded in part by a grant through the State Environmental
Protection Fund LWRP line, planning is underway for development of a Statewide Underwater
Blueway Trail. This project involves the development of a pilot project that will create a
statewide underwater historic dive system to promote recreational diving, tourism, and maritime
and other waterfront cultural resources education in six municipalities and associated nearby
waterways.
Tourism Promotion Agencies. All four of the counties that have partnered in this proposal
have existing Tourism Promotion Agencies (TPA’s) that currently work together to promote
their common interests, most of which are related to the Lake Ontario fishery. Under our current
structure, each of the four partner counties contributes a minimum of $3,000 annually to a fund
dedicated to this purpose. This is supplemented by in-kind services, as needed. It is anticipated
that those collaborative efforts would continue and grow to include the promotion of the
sanctuary and any related opportunities.
Community Assets & Facilities
City of Oswego. The City of Oswego is the geographic shore-line center of the proposed
sanctuary. It is the first freshwater port in the Great Lakes, with a deep-draft harbor depth of 27
feet and protected by over 2.5 miles of breakwater. It is managed by the New York State Port
Authority of Oswego, which ships over 500,000 tons of material annually. Three marinas serve
charter and recreational boaters with six boat launches, winches, and over 560 recreational and
charter slips. The recently restored Oswego Lighthouse opened for tours in 2016. Oswego
Harbor is also home to a US Coast Guard Station, Homeland Security Border Patrol Station, and
U.S. Geological Survey’s Lake Ontario Biological Station and its new research vessel, creating
possibilities of shared vessel time. Several properties and historic districts within the city are
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Small cruise ships use the harbor.
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In 2015 the city was awarded $132,250 through the NYS Environmental Protection Fund LWRP
line to engage in the City of Oswego Waterfront Feasibility Study. The study will analyze
waterfront planning, design, and community visioning for the waterfront, as well as provide
market analysis for real estate development opportunities to create an economically viable plan
to serve as a catalyst to capitalize on the city’s natural asset. Two properties in the initial
assessment were identified as potential sites for the NMS visitor/welcome/research center. The
study will recognize the potential opportunity for the southeastern shore of Lake Ontario to
become a designated NMS, and determine how to best position the area to capitalize on that
tremendous opportunity to create long lasting positive economic impact to the area.
In 2016 the city also became a first-place $10 million winner in Governor Andrew Cuomo’s
Downtown Revitalization Initiative, which funds initiatives to transform downtown
neighborhoods into vibrant places for people to live, work and raise a family, and which will also
attract new investments that could create synergies with NOAA and the marine sanctuary.
The city is also the location of the Lake Ontario Event and Conference Center. It is a state-ofthe-art facility offering seating for up to 600 guests, multiple audio-visual systems, breakout
meeting rooms, and an adjoining lakeview restaurant/bar with indoor and outdoor seating,
suitable for NOAA/sanctuary conferences and events.
Village of Cape Vincent. Located in Jefferson County at the northernmost point of the
proposed sanctuary area, Cape Vincent’s harbor is 16 to 20 feet in depth and protected by a
1,381 foot breakwater. One marina caters to charter and recreational boaters. The village is the
gateway to the popular Thousand Islands region of the St, Lawrence River, and the embarkation
point for Horne’s Ferry to Wolfe Island and Kingston, Ont.
Village of Sodus Point. Located in Wayne County, the Sodus Bay Harbor is a deep draft
recreational harbor of 22 feet. It is protected by a breakwater of 4,575 feet, and contains marinas
with a total of 802 slip and four launches. The US Coast Guard Auxiliary maintains a station
here.
Fair Haven. Located in Cayuga County, Little Sodus Bay is a deep draft recreational harbor of
8 to 15 feet in depth and protected by a breakwater of 5,237 feet. It provides shelter for many
beautiful bay-side homes and contains 550 slips and eight launches.
Port Ontario. Mariners entering this harbor are greeted by the Selkirk Lighthouse, built in 1813
(NRHP). This is a shallow draft recreational harbor of 6 to 8 feet in depth. It is protected by
breakwaters totaling 1,690 feet. It contains 68 slips and two boat launches. The Salmon River
meets Lake Ontario here.
Village Sacketts Harbor. Located in Jefferson County, the village was the headquarters of the
American Navy during the War of 1812 and the historic downtown district is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The small harbor contains recreational slips and a boat
launch. Seaway Trail is headquartered in Sackets Harbor.
Fort Drum / City of Watertown. Jefferson County is home to the City of Watertown and the
US Army’s Fort Drum. Located on the Black River, Watertown is a vibrant small city with
libraries and museums and proximity to the Thousand Islands resort region and the Adirondack
Park. Its historic district is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Fort Drum is home
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to the 10th Mountain Division and supports operation of 80,000 troops. This federal installation
may be a technology and man-power resource partner to NOAA.
Meeting Rooms and Exhibit Space. In addition to the Lake Ontario Conference Center, the
shoreline communities of the four counties in the proposed NMS area have dozens of small (25
persons) to large (over 100 persons) facilities available for meetings and exhibits throughout the
proposed sanctuary. These include town and village halls and community centers, yacht clubs,
museums and historical societies, and restaurants and hotels. Numerous town, county and state
parks have indoor and outdoor locations for meetings, exhibits and interpretive panels. Other
than those highlighted above, small communities with meeting space and boating access
facilities include Pultneyville, Catfish Creek, Henderson Harbor and North Sandy Pond, among
many others.
Museums & Historic Sites
H. Lee White Maritime Museum. As significant
potential partner for NOAA, the H. Lee White Maritime
Museum is located at the heart of the proposed sanctuary in
Oswego Harbor. Open all year, the museum offers a wide
variety of educational programs for all ages, with most free
and open to the public. Established in 1982, the facility is
comprised of the main museum building, fleet of historic
vessels, and the J. Richard Pfund Boating Education Center
(BEC). The museum houses exhibits and thousands of
Ontario raises sails for her first
artifacts telling over 400 years of regional maritime history.
sea trials.
Vessels include the 1927 NYS Derrick Boat 8 (NRHP), the
WWII Tugboat LT-5 (National Historic Landmark) used in the Normandy Invasion, and the last
American commercial fishing vessel on Lake Ontario, Eleanor D. The museum is completing
the outfitting of the Ontario, an replica 19th century schooner complete with onboard laboratory,
another possibility for vessel sharing. The museum oversees the physical restoration and
educational interpretation of the Oswego West Pierhead Lighthouse (NRHP), and collaborates
with other lighthouses along the eastern shore of Lake Ontario to promote their combined
historic and cultural significance. The BEC is the site of the former Goble Drydock, where many
Great Lakes schooners and steam vessels were built. Preliminary design engineering is
completed to restore the drydock to operating condition and establish a tall-ship service center.
The museum hosts visiting vessels, provides meeting and educational space, and has partnerships
with SUNY Oswego, historical agencies, and various tourism agencies. The maritime museum is
a registered 501 (c) 3 organization that has an educational charter from New York State.
Sackets Harbor Battlefield State Historic Site Located in Jefferson County in the Village of
Sackets Harbor, this site interprets the War of 1812 for visitors through static displays and reenactments. As headquarters for the American Navy on Lake Ontario, this harbor was the site of
a shipbuilding arms race with British naval forces in Canada and the launch point of naval
assaults against Kingston, Ontario.
Sodus Bay Lighthouse Museum. This lighthouse is preserved in excellent condition, and is
operated as a maritime museum by the Sodus Bay Historical Society. The museum interprets the
lighthouses and maritime heritage of the Great Lakes, and contains artifacts recovered from the
wreck of the St. Peter.
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Fort Ontario / Safe Haven. Fort Ontario State Historic Site interprets the US Army installation
during the immediate post-Civil War era. The first fort built on this site in the early 1700s
protected colonial interests in Oswego’s strategic harbor and control of Lake Ontario’s military
and trade significance. Fort Ontario is currently under consideration by Congress for National
Landmark status and transferal to federal control. It is also the location of the Safe Haven
Holocaust Refugee Shelter Museum, the only place in the United States to accept refugees of the
Holocaust. Once federal status is secured, this historic site will be nominated as a World
Heritage Site.
Erie Canal Museum. This museum is located in Syracuse south of Oswego County. The
collection is dedicated to the Erie Canal System, of which the Oswego Canal to Lake Ontario is
part. The weighlock building is home to the museum where canal barges were weighed to
determine the cost of freight transport. The museum is the leading history museum specializing
in the Erie Canal's history.
Antique Boat Museum. Located in Clayton just north of Cape Vincent is the Antique Boat
Museum. This attraction features a collection of antique recreational boats and is home to an
annual festival celebrating the craftsmanship of wooden pleasure craft.
Research Partnerships. Nearby potential research partners for NOAA include the State
University of New York colleges of Oswego, Cayuga Community, Jefferson Community, Finger
Lakes Community, College of Environmental Science and Forestry, as well as Syracuse
University, Great Lakes Research Consortium and the NYS Museum.
Management Consideration 7: Community-based Support for the Nomination
Eastern Lake Ontario is home to the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great
Lakes. We want to protect and share our Lake Ontario maritime heritage for generations to
come. Our growing coalition of regional community leaders and citizens recognize that these
resources have limited protection and are a sleeping giant of economic and community
development potential for our region. New York State, County, City and local leaders as well as
private and non-profit organizations and citizen groups across the region collectively, and
enthusiastically support the nomination of Eastern Lake Ontario as a maritime heritage-based
opportunity for world class scientific study, heritage tourism, regional economic development,
and incredibly valuable educational pedagogy development through designation as a part of our
National Marine Sanctuary System.
The public announcement that the local governments would pursue this nomination was met with
universal praise and support. Within days there were 5,400 visits to the project web site
(www.lakeontarionms.com) and the Facebook page reached 45,000 people.
To date, the nomination task force has received, on behalf of NOAA, 142 letters of support
representing 218 entities/individuals and two petitions. These are listed and attached in the
Appendix. Represented are New York State, federal officials, local governments and officials,
Canadian interests, the Onondaga Nation, regional policy and economic development agencies,
local businesses, schools, universities, heritage and archaeological organizations, and the general
public.
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APPENDIX
List of Supporting Entities, Letters of Support, & Petitions
State of New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo
Sponsoring Communities
Cayuga County Legislature
City of Oswego Common Council
Jefferson County Legislature
Oswego County Legislature
Wayne County Board of Supervisors
Elected & Appointed Officials
US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
Congressman Richard Hannah
Congressman John Katko
State Senator Patty Ritchie
Assemblyman William Barclay
Assemblyman Robert Oaks
Oswego County Legislature Chairman Kevin
Gardner
City of Oswego Mayor William Barlow
Legislator Margaret Kastler, Oswego County
Legislator Shawn Doyle, Oswego County
Legislator Roy Reehil, Oswego County
Town of Scriba Supervisor Ken Burdick
Oswego County Administrator Philip Church
Local Governments
New York State Association of Counties
representing all 62 counties of NYS
North Shore Council of Governments
representing V. Central Square, V.
Cleveland, T. West Monroe, T. Hastings
Salmon River Council of Governments
representing V. Parish, T. Parish, T. Albion,
T. Amboy, T. Orwell
Town of Ellisburg
Town of Henderson
Town of Huron
Town of Montezuma
Town of Ontario
Town of Oswego
Town of Sterling
Village of Sandy Creek

International
Onondaga Nation
Ontario Underwater Council
Save Ontario Shipwrecks
Government Agencies
New York State Canal Corporation
Oswego City-County Youth Bureau
Oswego County Emergency Management
Town of Huron Historian
Village of Sodus Point Historian
Wayne County Historian
Education
Cayuga Community College
Center for Instruction, Technology & Innovation –
representing nine school districts
Finger Lakes Community College
Great Lakes Research Consortium
Hannibal Central School District
Jefferson Community College
New York Sea Grant
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
Sandy Creek Central School District
SUNY College of Environmental Science and
Forestry
SUNY Oswego President
SUNY Oswego Dean, College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences
SUNY Oswego Chemistry Department Chair
Museums and Libraries
Children's Museum of Oswego
Friends of Fort Ontario, Inc.
H. Lee White Maritime Museum
Safe Haven Holocaust Refugee Shelter Museum
Archaeology & Historical
New York Archaeological Council
Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
Georgann & Michael Wachter, Erie Wrecks
Half-Shire Historical Society
Heritage Foundation of Oswego County
Joseph Zarzynski, Maritime Archaeologist &
Independent Scholar
Preservation Association of Central New York
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Archaeology & Historical cont.
Town of Ontario Historical & Landmark Preservation
Society
Sodus Historical Society
Williamson-Pultneyville Historical Society
Stewardship Organizations
New York State Conservation Council Inc.
Oswego County Environmental Management Council
Oswego County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs
Sterling Nature Center

Other
Creekside Tenants Association
CNY Arts Center
Al and Shaun Knopp
Oswego Harbor Festivals Inc.
Pulaski Lodge No. 415
Deanne Hall, Director of Faith Formation including a
57-signature petition and 33 student letters
and drawings
Richard S. Shineman Foundation
Ms. Mary Spencer-Geer
Change.org online petition of signatures (121)

Economic Development
Cayuga County Office of Tourism
CenterState CEO
Central New York Regional Planning and
Development Board
County of Oswego Industrial Development Agency
Greater Oswego-Fulton Chamber of Commerce
Jefferson County Local Development Corporation
Ontario Chamber of Commerce
Operation Oswego County, Inc
Oswego County Tourism Advisory Council
Pulaski Farmer's Market and Preservation &
Revitalization of Pulaski
Pulaski-Eastern Shore Chamber of Commerce
Town of Hastings Community Development &
Tourism Office
Tug Hill Commission
Visit Syracuse
Wayne County Industrial Development Agency &
Economic Development Corp.
Wayne County Economic Development and Planning
Wayne County Tourism
Recreational User Groups
Above & Below The Water Training Center
Auburn Skin Divers Association
Captain Duane Morton
Eastern Lake Ontario Salmon and Trout Association
Oswego Yacht Club
Businesses
Broadwell Hospitality Group
Fairpoint Marina
Kallet Theater and Conference Center
Pleasant Beach Hotel
Rainbow Shores
Selkirk (Salmon River) Lighthouse & Marina, LLC
Sunoco Ethanol
Universal Metal Works
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Resolution No.

086
May 12, 2016

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT TO THE NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION FOR THE NOMINATION OF THE “GREAT
LAKE ONTARIO NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY”
By Legislator Roy Reehil:
WHEREAS, for the first time in nearly 20 years the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) is accepting nominations to add new National Marine Sanctuaries
(NMS) to the 15 already established regions in the world; and
WHEREAS, recognizing the significant and beneficial economic, educational and
recreational impact an NMS designation would mean for local communities, in 2015 the
Chairman of the Legislature and the Mayor of Oswego established a regional task force
comprised of elected and appointed leaders of the counties of Oswego, Jefferson, Cayuga
and Wayne, the City of Oswego and the State of New York to coordinate a nomination of
the southeastern quadrant of Lake Ontario;
WHEREAS, the proposed “Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary” will establish
international recognition for the unique maritime historic and cultural resources of the
region; and
WHEREAS, the Goals of the nomination project are:
1. To preserve and protect the region’s and the nation’s legacy of maritime heritage
resources and artifacts, both submerged and onshore, within the boundaries of the
proposed National Maritime Sanctuary corridor.
2. To expand and enrich regional research and educational programs and opportunities
for all levels of educational pursuit from primary school science and history
education to post graduate study in marine technology and maritime cultural heritage
sciences, including NOAA’s National Sea Grant College Program, ensuring
increased knowledge and the development of future leaders and experts in the many
fields related to Great Lakes maritime heritage and research.
3. To build and strengthen partnerships and collaborations between federal, state, local,
and international agencies for implementing best practices in maritime heritage
resource management.
4. To pursue and develop strengthened partnerships and co-programming in the areas of
tourism, education, and heritage preservation with regional heritage resource
collections such as the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor, the Canadian
Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and Sport, and NOAA’s network of other
National Marine Sanctuaries.

5. To support, strengthen, and grow the economic and tourism goals of the counties of
Jefferson, Oswego, Cayuga and Wayne, along with the City of Oswego and New
York State; to develop conservation and management strategies for submerged
cultural resources that are concurrent with commercial and recreational uses of the
waterway; and by providing additional resources to, and creating greater
partnerships with, local and regional heritage tourism initiatives through building
upon heritage tourism and recreational opportunities within and linked to the NMS.
WHEREAS, the proposers recognize the existing economic benefits that are provided
through the continued use of this area as a significant recreational fishery, and recognize that
commercial shipping is important to the economic vitality of the Great Lakes region and the
nation; and
WHEREAS, the nomination is being crafted to limit the scope of the proposed NMS to
submerged cultural resources, so that recreational fishing and boating and diving,
commercial shipping, and harbor activities can continue unimpeded; and
WHEREAS, other areas that have been designated as an NMS have experienced economic
growth resulting from increased tourist visitation; enhanced sportfishing, boating, and
diving; growth in marine technology industries; and international university research
activities;
NOW, on recommendation of the Economic Development and Planning Committee of this
body, be it
RESOLVED, that the Oswego County Legislature supports the nomination of the “Great
Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary” and looks forward to a mutually beneficial
partnership with participating communities, stakeholders, and the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Sanctuaries Program; and be it further
RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution, shall be included in the nomination
proposal as recognition of this body’s support for this initiative; and be it further
RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Legislature provide a certified copy of this Resolution to
Governor Andrew Cuomo, Senator Charles Schumer, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand,
Congressman John Katko, State Senator Patty Ritchie, Assemblyman Will Barclay, and
Assemblyman Robert Oaks.
ROLL CALL
YES:

25

NO:

0

ABSENT:

0
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SENATOR PATTY RITCHIE

May 5.2016

48TH DISTRICT
OSWEGO, JEFFERSON, ST. LAWRENCE COUNTIES

HIGHER EDUCATION
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
TRANSPORTATiON

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: Mr. John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Mr. Armor:
I write to endorse the Oswego County’s application to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a National Marine Sanctuary (NMS) in eastern Lake Ontario waters.
This NMS would harbor many historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of
square miles ofithe coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest
submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
Developing an NMS in the eastern Lake Ontario region would shine a spotlight on the beauty of
our region. while creating a major boost to the area’s tourism industry’. In fact, the Central New
York Regional Economic Development Council (CNYREDC) recognized that this initiative
could be “transformative” and selected it as one of the tourism sector highlights of its 5-year
plan.

—.
-‘

/

Again, I strongly endorse the application submitted by the County of Oswego. Should you have
ally qüètions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to reach out to my
office. I

2

Sinc

Patty Ritchie
State Senator
PAR:mlb
cc: Philip R. Church. County Administrator
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U ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY OFFICE: 330 FORD STREET, OGDENSBURG. NEW YORK 3669 13151 393-3024
E-MAIL: RITCHIE@NYSENATE GOV
WEBSITE: WWW RITCHIE NYSENATE GOV
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Ranking Minority Member
Ways and Means

ROBERT OAKS
Assemblyman 130th District
Cayuga, Oswego and Wayne Counties

COMMITTEES
Rules

May 12, 2016

John Armor, Acting Director
Office of Marine Sanctuaries
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As the Member of the New York State Assembly for the 130th District, it is with great pleasure
that I offer my strongest support for this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. The proposed
Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary will establish international recognition for the region’s
unique maritime history and many cultural and ecological features.
The Assembly District I represent includes all of Wayne County and portions of Cayuga and
Oswego Counties whose shorelines border much of the proposed sanctuary region. The designation will
help to further showcase this area’s natural attributes and attractions including the historic Sodus Point
Lighthouse, Chimney Bluffs State Park, Fair Haven State Park and numerous embayment areas. In the
waters off the hamlet of Pultneyville in Wayne County rests the remains of the schooner St. Peter, this
designation will ensure that this national underwater treasure will be preserved and protected. Our area
also offers exceptional boating and fishing opportunities, such a designation will add to the attraction of
our counties and region benefitting our marinas, fishing charters and associated businesses.
Additionally, the designation would have a positive impact on SUNY Oswego located in my
district and along the southeastern shore of the Lake. It will provide an opportunity to expand regional
research and educational programs in marine and maritime heritage sciences. It will also build upon the
efforts and many contributions of Sea Grant which has an office on the college campus.
The National Marine Sanctuary designation for our region will create a path toward preserving
our Lake Ontario history, expanding educational opportunities, helping grow our economy and
strengthening tourism opportunities for both local residents and visitors alike.
Again, it is with great pleasure and enthusiasm that I offer my strongest support to the designation
of the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary.
Sincerely,

RCO:mlb

ROBERT C. OAKS
Member of Assembly

ALBANY OFFICE: Room 444, The Capitol, Albany, New York 12248 | 518-455-5655 | FAX: 518-455-5407
DISTRICT OFFICE: 10 Leach Road, Lyons, New York 14489 | 315-946-5166 | FAX: 315-946-5229
Email: oaksr@assembly.state.ny.us

ROY E. REEHIL

OSWEGO COUNTY LEGISLATURE

DISTRICT 5 OSWEGO COUNTY LEGISLATOR

PO BOX 184, CLEVELAND, NEW YORK 13042
EMAIL: Legislator@Reehil.com

Oct. 9, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East‐West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As 5th district Oswego County Legislator and Chairman of the Economic Development and Planning Committee, I
would like to express my effusive support for the establishment of a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario.
The Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and some of
the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in all of the Great Lakes.
The eastern Lake Ontario region is historic and beautiful with a wealth of maritime heritage resources amassed over
hundreds of years. Along our shoreline, early settlements were established on the westernmost trade routes of colonial
New England, battles were fought and weather and war took its toll on early maritime travelers. Of particular historic
significance in the region are the Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village Historic District,
Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological
artifacts and remnants of this rich cultural history remain ‘in situ’ upon the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as especially
fascinating maritime heritage resources.
Designation as a National Marine Sanctuary would greatly enhance tourism and educational opportunities in the
region providing momentum to involve local school districts and institutions of higher education. The prestige and
coordinated resource management resulting from an NMS designation, would provide these institutions with
opportunities to enhance their curriculum through partnering with institutions around the world that offer programs in
marine research, history, archaeology, and technologies.
Oswego County recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is tremendously excited to
support collaborative efforts to showcase this incredible maritime heritage.
Most Sincerely,

Roy Reehil,
5th District Oswego County Legislator
5th District Oswego County Legislator
Majority Whip
Chair, Economic Development and Planning Committee
Chair, Oswego County Anti-Poverty Task Force

SRCG

The Salmon Rivers Council of
Governments:
The Village of Parish
The Town of Albion
The Town of Amboy
The Town of Orwell
The Town of Parish
Stephen Stelmashuck, Chairman

Thursday, June 30, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: Dan Basta, Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Director Basta
As chairman of the Salmon Rivers Council of Governments, I am writing in support of this nomination of the
proposed Eastern Lake Ontario National Maritime Heritage Sanctuary to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). The Salmon Council of Governments includes the Lake Ontario watershed, and
specifically the Salmon River and the Little Salmon River, which feed Lake Ontario
The designation of a Eastern Lake Ontario National Maritime Heritage Sanctuary would seem to have
significant potential benefits to the entire eastern Lake Ontario region, with the potential for enhanced tourism
and educational opportunities which would bring many benefits to citizens, students, businesses and
organizations. We look forward to NOAA's positive action regarding this designation and the official
recognition of submerged cultural resouces in the proposed area.

Sincerely

Stephen Stelmashuck
Chairman
Salmon Rivers Council of Governments

Preserving the
Stories and
Heritage
of the Town of Huron

Rosa Fox

Town of Huron Historian
10880 Lummisville Road
Wolcott, New York 14590
rfox@townofhuron.org
315‐594‐8074

May 5, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East‐West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As Historian for the Town of Huron in Wayne County, I would like to express my support
for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. The
Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important
shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a
waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
Eastern Lake Ontario is a uniquely beautiful region, and has a wealth of maritime
heritage offering a fascinating story of people, maritime culture, and social and business
missions undertaken over hundreds of years. Lake Ontario’s history connects directly to a rich
cultural history in the form of heritage landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic
architecture, and engineering resources. Significant sites such as the 1871 Sodus Bay
Lighthouse, Historic Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village
Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
compliment the historic legacy of the area. Archeological artifacts and remnants of this rich
cultural history remain in place on the lakebed of eastern Lake Ontario as fascinating, yet little
known submerged maritime heritage assets.
The maritime history of Eastern Lake Ontario includes some of the most important
maritime military battles fought in the Nation’s history, as well as maritime transportation
and trade history related to the Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence Seaway. The development of
our Nation’s communities, industry, and infrastructure is due, in great part, to the
developments along Lake Ontario’s eastern shores. An exceptional fishery, with unique
coastal natural resources, Eastern Lake Ontario offers significant cultural, historic, and
educational resources found nowhere else in the Great Lakes.
I fully support the submission of this nomination and welcome the opportunity for a
maritime heritage inventory and possible National Marine Sanctuary designation.
Sincerely,
Rosa Fox

Save Ontario Shipwrecks
P.O. Box 2389
Blenheim, Ontario
N0P 1A0

May 13, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As President of Save Ontario Shipwrecks (SOS), and on behalf of the SOS Board of Directors, I would like to
express our enthusiastic support for this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario
National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of
square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime
heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The stated goals of the proposed Great Lake Ontario NMS to “preserve and protect the region’s and the
nation’s legacy of maritime heritage, resources, and artifacts”, and to “pursue and develop strengthened
partnerships and co-programming in the areas of tourism, education, archaeology, and heritage preservation”
perfectly reflect SOS’s own mandate, and we are happy to see these efforts being made by our American
neighbours.
Save Ontario Shipwrecks recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is excited to
support collaborative efforts to showcase the maritime heritage of the Great Lakes. SOS is fully supportive of
the submission of this nomination and welcomes the opportunity for a maritime heritage inventory and
possible National Marine Sanctuary designation.
Sincerely,

Krissy Nickle
President – Save Ontario Shipwrecks
t: (519) 671-2472
e: president@saveontarioshipwrecks.ca
Preserving Shipwrecks through Education
www.saveontarioshipwrecks.ca

District Office
CHRISTOPHER J. TODD
District Superintendent/Executive Officer
P: 315.963.4222  C: 315.402.4898  F: 315.963.4475
ctodd@oswegoboces.org

April 25, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East‐West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As District Superintendent, representing The Center for Instruction, Technology and Innovation, I would like
to express my full support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the
Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and
encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the
oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources offer a
fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North American
history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of heritage
landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of recognized
significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village
Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage
Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of this rich cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the eastern Lake
Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known submerged maritime heritage resources.
Designation as an NMS would greatly enhance education opportunities and provide the needed impetus and
momentum to involve not only local school districts, but also institutions of higher education in the region.
The prestige and coordinated resource management resulting from an NMS designation, will provide these
institutions with opportunities to enhance their curriculum through partnering with institutions around the
world that offer programs in marine research, history, archaeology, and technologies.
CiTi recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is excited to support
enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Christopher J. Todd
District Superintendent

A BOARD OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
179 County Route 64, Mexico, NY 13114
Christopher J. Todd, District Superintendent/Executive Officer

June 1, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
RE Letter of Support for the eastern Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary
Dear Director Armor:
As Director of New York’s Great Lakes Research Consortium (GLRC), I am writing you to express our support for
the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary
in eastern Lake Ontario waters. If successful, the GLRC would be happy to work with the NOAA and its partners in
Central New York to help facilitate binational communication with research scientists around the region regarding
this important resource.
Eastern Lake Ontario is an important resource from a cultural, historic and ecological perspective. As the first
lake one enters coming into the great lakes System from the St Lawrence River, Lake Ontario is the point of entry
for both invasive species and human entry into the Great Lakes system. For this reason, eastern Lake Ontario
harbors many historically important shipwrecks and some of the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources
in the Great Lakes. The region is the site of many of the important moments in US History. Many of these
terrestrial sites, e.g. the Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Seaway Trail, Sacket’s Harbor, and the Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridor, have been protected by various means. However our underwater resources have not
enjoyed similar protection. Archeological artifacts and remnants of our countries rich cultural history remain on
the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed. As such, they provide an important resource for future investigation into the
history and cultural development of this great nation. Designation of this area as a National Marine Sanctuary
would greatly enhance their visibility and provide the needed momentum to protect these resources.
The GLRC consists of 18 New York State (SUNY) and private universities and involves 300 research scientists
spread across the state between Lake Champlain and Buffalo. We currently partner with 8 Canadian institutions
including the University of Windsor and are dedicated to advancing all aspects of Great Lakes science through a
combination of research, education and outreach. The GLRC works closely with many other organizations
including NOAA’s Sea Grant network, the Great Lakes Observing System (GLOS), and the many New York State
agencies. Our interests are both in forming research partnerships, but also in helping bring the information from
those partnerships to the greater public and agencies in order to address local and national needs. Designation
of the waters of eastern Lake Ontario as a marine sanctuary would open additional opportunities to partner with
local schools and Universities to educate the new generation of aquatic scientists. We whole hearted support
this nomination and look forward in assisting in the process as needed.
Sincerely,

Greg Boyer (glboyer@esf.edu)
Professor of Biochemistry and
Director, Great Lakes Research Consortium
SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
Syracuse NY 13210
Phone: 315-470-6825 (office); 470-6720 (GLRC)

May 5, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, I would like to express my full support
for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. We
have many programs in the College that would benefit from this designation coming to Lake
Ontario. Our programs in Anthropology, Atmospheric and Geological Sciences, Biological
Sciences, Chemistry, Bio- and Geochemistry, and History, to name a few, stand to benefit from
the increased educational opportunities associated with applied research and field experiences
that such a designation would enable. The increased resources and preservation activities that
the NMS designation would bring to Central New York and the local Oswego community, in
particular, would strengthen an already strong commitment to collaborations between our
campus and Oswego County initiatives. We are classified by the Carnegie Foundation as a
Community Engaged campus, and this designation and the reciprocal collaborations it would
enable will strengthen the ties between our campus and the broader Eastern Lake Ontario
community.
As an administrator at SUNY Oswego, I recognize the rare opportunity this call for
nominations represents, and am excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to
showcase our local maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Adrienne McCormick
Dean, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Cc: Deborah Stanley, President, SUNY Oswego
Walter Roettger, Acting Provost, SUNY Oswego
Philip Church, Oswego County Administrator

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
Representing Department of Chemistry, SUNY Oswego, I would like to express my full
support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As
envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many
historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of
Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage
resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage
resources offer a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of
years of North American history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural
history ashore in the form of heritage landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic ·architecture,
and engineering resources of recognized significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario State
Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village Historic District, Sacket's Harbor, the
1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological
artifacts and remnants of this rich cultural history remain 'in situ' on the eastern Lake Ontario
lakebed as fascinating, yet little known submerged maritime heritage resources.
Designation as an NMS would greatly enhance education opportunities and provide the needed
impetus and momentum to involve not only local school districts, but also institutions of higher
education in the region. The prestige and coordinated resource management resulting from an
NMS designation, will provide these institutions with opportunities to enhance their curriculum
through partnering with institutions around the world that offer programs in marine research,
history, archaeology, and technologies.
As a faculty member in the field of Chemistry, I recognize the rare opportunity this call for
nominations represents, and am excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to
showcase our own maritime heritage.
Sincerely,
Dr. Fehmi Damkaci
Chair, Department of Chemistry
fehmi.damkaci@oswego.edu

PO Box 3172, Oswego, NY 13126

May 26th, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As Executive Director, representing The Children's Museum of Oswego, I would like to express my full support
for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a
national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario National
Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square
miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage
resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources, offer a
fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North American history.
Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of heritage landscapes, trade
and battle routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of recognized significance such as the Historic
Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871
Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of
this rich cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known
submerged maritime heritage resources.
Designation as an NMS would greatly enhance educational opportunities and provide the needed impetus and
momentum to involve not only local school districts, but also institutions of higher education in the region. The
prestige and coordinated resource management resulting from an NMS designation, will provide these
institutions with opportunities to enhance their curriculum through partnering with institutions around the
world that offer programs in marine research, history, archaeology, and technologies.
The Children's Museum of Oswego recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is
excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own maritime heritage.

Sincerely,

Jillian Shaver
Executive Director
The Children's Museum of Oswego

Corporate Impact

Phone: 440-933-4601
www.eriewrecks.com

33326 Bonnieview Drive, Suite 200
Avon Lake, Ohio 44012-1230

May 15, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As the authors of five books on Lake Erie Shipwrecks, (the Erie Wrecks series), as well as a chart on these sites we
would like to express our full support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned,
the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and
encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest
submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources offer a
fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North American history. Lake
Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of heritage landscapes, trade and battle
routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of recognized significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario
State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay
Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of this rich
cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known submerged
maritime heritage resources.
The maritime history of Eastern Lake Ontario includes some of the most important maritime military battles fought
in the Nation’s history, as well as maritime transportation and trade history related to the Lake Ontario and St.
Lawrence Seaway and the development of our Nation’s communities, industry, and infrastructure. It is also an
exceptional fishery, with unique coastal natural resources including the 17-mile long ‘Eastern Lake Ontario Barrier
Beach and Wetland Complex Natural Heritage Area’ along its eastern shore, and significant cultural, historic, and
educational resources found nowhere else in the Great Lakes.
Erie Wrecks (Lake Erie Shipwrecks) recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is
excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own maritime heritage.
With the many regional heritage sites and initiatives in progress, such as the CNY Regional Recreation and Heritage
Plan and the upcoming 2017 Bicentennial Celebration of the Erie Canal and World Canals Conference, Erie Wrecks
is fully supportive of the submission of this nomination and welcomes the opportunity for a maritime heritage
inventory and possible National Marine Sanctuary designation.
Sincerely,

Georgann and Michael Wachter

We Bring Great Lakes History to Life!

May 5th, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As the Board President representing Heritage Foundation of Oswego County, I would like to express my full
support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake
Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important shipwrecks and encompass
hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest
submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources offer a
fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North American
history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of heritage
landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of recognized
significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village
Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage
Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of this rich cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the eastern
Lake Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known submerged maritime heritage resources.
The maritime history of Eastern Lake Ontario includes some of the most important maritime military battles
fought in the Nation’s history, as well as maritime transportation and trade history related to the Lake
Ontario and St. Lawrence Seaway and the development of our Nation’s communities, industry, and
infrastructure. It is also an exceptional fishery, with unique coastal natural resources including the 17-mile
long ‘Eastern Lake Ontario Barrier Beach and Wetland Complex Natural Heritage Area’ along its eastern
shore, and significant cultural, historic, and educational resources found nowhere else in the Great Lakes.
With the many regional heritage sites and initiatives in progress, such as the CNY Regional Recreation and
Heritage Plan and the upcoming 2017 Bicentennial Celebration of the Erie Canal and World Canals
Conference, the Heritage Foundation of Oswego County is fully supportive of the submission of this
nomination and welcomes the opportunity for a maritime heritage inventory and possible National Marine
Sanctuary designation.
Best Regards,

Austin M. Wheelock
Board President, Heritage Foundation of Oswego County

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL NEW YORK

April 26, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
The Preservation Association of Central New York (P ACNY) wishes to offer full support for
and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the
Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important
shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a
waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage
resources offer a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of
years of North American history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history
ashore in the form of heritage landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic architecture, and
engineering resources of recognized significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario State Historic
Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village Historic District, Sacket' s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus
Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological artifacts and
remnants of this rich cultural history remain ' in situ' on the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as
fascinating, yet little known submerged maritime heritage resources.
The maritime history of Eastern Lake Ontario includes some of the most important maritime
military battles fought in the Nation' s history, as well as maritime transportation and trade
history related to the Lake Ontario and St. Lawrence Seaway and the development of our
Nation' s communities, industry, and infrastructure. It is also an exceptional fishery, with unique
coastal natural resources including the 17-mile long ' Eastern Lake Ontario Barrier Beach and
Wetland Complex Natural Heritage Area' along its eastern shore, and significant cultural,
historic, and educational resources found nowhere else in the Great Lakes.
P ACNY recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents, and is excited to
support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own maritime heritage.
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With the many regional heritage sites and initiatives in progress, such as the CNY Regional
Recreation and Heritage Plan and the upcoming 2017 Bicentennial Celebration of the Erie Canal
and World Canals Conference, PACNY is fully supportive of the submission of this nomination
and welcomes the opportunity for a maritime heritage inventory and possible National Marine
Sanctuary designation.
Sincerely,

Murray F. Gould
President

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
Please include this letter of support from our historical and landmark society with those from other
concerned agencies in the County of Wayne to encourage positive action on the Lake Ontario Maritime
District.
Our 15-acre, multi-building museum @ Heritage Square in the Township of Ontario, on the south shore
of L:ake Ontario in northwestern Wayne County, houses artifacts on loan from the NYS Museum from
shipwrecks located off our shoreline in Lake Ontario.
In excess of 2,000 visitors each calendar year, including more than 500 school-aged children on guided
tours, have the opportunity to view these items and maps and diagrams of the lake-bottom locations of
their origin.
Lessons on shipping on our great lakes, shipwrecks, diving, diving teams and state and local history
are a sampling of the “ripple-effect,” pun intended, of the proposed maritime district.
This designation is very important to our community. Thank you for including us in this effort.
Very truly yours,
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

James E. Switzer
By: James E. Switzer,
President, 2013-2016

Wednesday, June 15, 2016
jes

May 2, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Acting Director Armor,
The Oswego County Environmental Management Council would like to express its full support for the
proposal and nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration for the Great Lake
Ontario National Marine Sanctuary.
Eastern Lake Ontario has a matchless natural beauty and an abundance of maritime heritage resources
reflecting over four centuries of American history. From the missionaries of the 17 th century, to the
French and Indian War of the 18th century, through the War of 1812, to the housing of Jewish refugees
during World War II, eastern Lake Ontario relates a captivating tale of people and cargo, and military and
humanitarian missions. The Great Lake Ontario Marine Sanctuary, which includes dozens of historically
important shipwrecks, would provide direct connection to the rich onshore cultural history of this area.
Designation as a National Marine Sanctuary would enrich educational opportunities, and provide
motivation and momentum for local school districts as well as the many institutions of higher learning in
the region. The distinction and prestige of an NMS designation will provide these institutions
opportunities for curriculum enhancement by promoting connections with other institutions and
organizations having an interest in maritime heritage, research, and history.
The Oswego County EMC appreciates the exceptional opportunity provided by NOAA call for
nominations, and enthusiastically supports the efforts of local officials and citizens to showcase the
maritime heritage of Eastern Lake Ontario.
Sincerely,

Tim Carroll
Chair, Oswego County Environmental Management Council

PO Box 216 - 15730 Jensvold Rd
Sterling, NY 13156
315-947-6143

snc@cayugacounty.us
www.cayugacounty.us
facebook.com/sterlingnaturecenter

22-April-2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As Nature Center Director, representing the Sterling Nature Center, I would like to
express my full support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake
Ontario waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would
include many historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square
miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest
submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage
resources offer a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over
hundreds of years of North American history. The maritime resources within the
proposed NMS, coupled with onshore and regional attractions, support a wide variety of
recreational activities, including heritage tourism, boating and sailing, scuba diving,
hiking and kayaking, agri-tourism, and what is widely considered to be one of the best
sport-fishing areas in the world.
An NMS would supplement and significantly enhance recreational activities in this
region, attracting many more travelers and improving the quality of life for residents.
The Sterling Nature Center recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations
represents, and is excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase
our own maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Jim D’Angelo, Director
Sterling Nature Center
cc: David Nelson, Cayuga County Planning Department

Exploration, Discovery, Inspiration, Learning and Tranquility Await You in Nature, Go Take a Hike!

Ontario Chamber of Commerce
Post Office Box 100
Ontario, New York 14519-0100
315-524-5886
website: www.ontarionychamber.org

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
Please include this letter of support with those from other concerned agencies in the
county of Wayne to encourage positive action on the Lake Ontario Maritime District.
Our community is named for the great lake which we border on the north in the western
portion of the County of Wayne. Our residents and visitors are frequent users of the
shoreline and near waters and this designation is very important to our community.
Thank you for including us in this effort.
Very truly yours,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

James E. Switzer
By: James E. Switzer, Senior Member

Wednesday, June 15, 2016
jes

May 5, 2016

NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As the Executive Director representing Operation Oswego County, Inc. (OOC) I would like to
express my full support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario
waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many
historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of
Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage
resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage
resources not only offers a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over
hundreds of years of North American history, it also is a resource that supports hundreds of
businesses in the region and is a foundation of the local economy.
In 2015, the County of Oswego submitted the concept of the NMS to the Central New York
Regional Economic Development Council (CNYREDC) through a process they developed to
identify ideas/projects that had the potential to transform the region in any one of a dozen or
so predetermined business sectors. One of the priority sectors identified was tourism.
Appreciating the potential economic impacts that could be realized in the lakeside communities
that would see the greatest influx of visitors should the sanctuary nomination proposal be
approved and acknowledging that there would likely be significant new investment in the small
business sector and in civic infrastructure enhancements, the CNYREDC recognized that this
initiative could in fact be “transformative” and selected it as one of a very few in the tourism
sector to be highlighted in their 5-year plan. The regional plan was subsequently selected as
one of the top three regional development plans in New York State and the region was awarded
$500 million over a five year period to implement their strategies.

Operation Oswego County, Inc. (OOC) is a private sector not-for-profit economic development
corporation. We are Oswego County’s authorized economic development organization and
have been in business since 1953. In this role, OOC fully recognizes and supports the rare
opportunity that NOAA has presented in this call for nominations and its potential long-term
economic benefits to the region. As such, we are pleased to be able to enthusiastically lend our
support and join others throughout the region in this collaborative effort to develop an NMS
here.

Very truly yours,
Operation Oswego County

L. Michael Treadwell, CEcD
Executive Director

WCIDA

Wayne County Industrial Development Agency & Economic Development Corporation

nd

County Office Building, 2 floor
9 Pearl Street, Lyons, New York 14489

Phone: 315/946-5917; fax 315/946-5918
www.wedcny.com

16 June 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Mr. John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
I would like to express my full support for and endorsement of this regional nomination to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake
Ontario waters. As envisioned, the Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many
historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake
Ontario, a waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources offer
a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North American
history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of heritage
landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of recognized
significance such as the Historic Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski Village
Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, the NYS Western Erie Canal Corridor
and the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of this rich
cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known
submerged maritime heritage resources.
Designation as an NMS would greatly enhance educational and tourism opportunities, providing a
destination for visitors and lifelong students of history, shipping, culture and logistics. The prestige and
coordinated resource management resulting from an NMS designation will provide reasons for people to
learn about our region, not only its history, but its vibrant communities with their opportunities for
business, research and great living.
The Wayne County Industrial Development Agency and Economic Development Corporation recognize
that this is a rare opportunity. We are excited to support these collaborative efforts to protect, highlight
and build on our significant maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Peg Churchill
Executive Director

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
TDD relay number 1-800-662-1220

Oswego Yacht Club

www.oswegoyachtclub.org
P.O. BOX 13
OSWEGO, NY 13126

Wednesday, May 25, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor,
As Commodore of the Oswego Yacht Club, I would like to express my full support for and
endorsement of the nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned, the
Great Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary would include many historically important
shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a
waterway with many of the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The Oswego Yacht Club is one of the oldest organizations on the Great Lakes, established in
1881 by prominent local businessman, banker and sailor, John T. Mott. OYC and its members
have long been active on Lake Ontario and shares a passion for the beauty and majesty of this
historic waterway. We are active both on the water as sailors, racers and boaters and off the
water promoting community activities and involvement that highlight the opportunities for all
people to enjoy this wonderful resource that is Lake Ontario. Our goals and desires to protect
this resource for current and future generations naturally align with those of the Great Lake
Ontario National Marine Sanctuary (NMS) proposal.
The eastern Lake Ontario region is an area of rich natural beauty that offers life giving resources
to both wildlife, abundant aquatic species and the people of the region. It also offers a wealth of
maritime heritage that presents a fascinating story of people, cargo, military engagements and
missions undertaken over hundreds of years of our history as a nation. It also provides an
economic resource that supports hundreds of businesses and thousands of jobs in the region and
is a foundation of the local economy.
The NMS designation has the potential to have a very positive impact on the region. It would
bring additional tourism to the area. It would provide for enhanced resource management
through the program that would help to coordinate efforts to protect the environment and
improve the ecosystem of the eastern Lake Ontario waters and watershed. It would enable
educational opportunities for all levels to become involved in the work being done and open the
door for larger educational institutions that would offer programs in marine research, history,
archeology and technologies.

The NMS designation will also strengthen the efforts already underway by the City of Oswego
and Oswego County to develop and identify projects through the Central New York Regional
Economic Development Council (CNYREDC). The funds from the CNYREDC initiative can be
used to bolster business development in the area and, in synergy with the NMS, bring many
positive changes and opportunities to better the quality of life for the citizens of this region.
The Oswego Yacht Club and its members recognize the rare opportunity that NOAA has
presented in this call for nominations and its potential long-term social and economic benefits to
the region. As such, we are pleased to be able to enthusiastically lend our support and join others
throughout the region in this collaborative effort to develop an NMS here and to showcase our
own maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Michael A. Anderson
Commodore
Oswego Yacht Club
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NOAA National marine Sanctuary Program
Artt: Dan Basta, Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-Wet Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Basta,
As the Chief Executive Officer/President, representing CNY Arts Center, Inc. I would like to express my
full support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake Ontario waters. As envisioned,
the Eastern Lake Ontario National Maritime Heritage Sanctuary would include dozens of historically
important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a
waterway with the oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime heritage resources
offer a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken over hundreds of years of North
American history. Lake Ontario history connects directly to a rich cultural history ashore in the form of
heritage landscapes, trade and battle routes, historic architecture, and engineering resources of
recognized significance such as the Fort Ontario State Historic Site, the Revolutionary Trail, Pulaski
Village Historic District, Sacket’s Harbor, the 1871 Sodus Bay Lighthouse, and the Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor. Archeological artifacts and remnants of the rich cultural history remain ‘in situ’ on the
eastern Lake Ontario lakebed as fascinating, yet little known submerged heritage resource.
CNY Arts Center recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents and is excited to
support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own maritime heritage.
With the many regional heritage sites and initiatives in progress, such as the CNY Regional Recreation
and Heritage Plan and the upcoming 2017 Bicentennial Celebration of the Erie Canal and World Canals
Conference, CNY Arts Center is fully supportive of the submission of this nomination and welcomes the
opportunity for a maritime heritage inventory and possible National Maritime Heritage Sanctuary
designation.
Sincerely,

Nancy Fox

May 10, 2016
NOAA National Marine Sanctuary Program
Attn: John Armor, Acting Director, Office of Marine Sanctuaries
1305 East-West Highway, 11th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Dear Director Armor:
As Stephen Butler, representing CNY Arts, Inc., a regional council that represents the
arts, cultural, and heritage industry in Central New York,I would like to express
myfull support for and endorsement of this nomination to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for a national marine sanctuary in eastern Lake
Ontario waters. As envisioned, the GreatLake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary
would include many historically important shipwrecks and encompass hundreds of
square miles off the coast of Eastern Lake Ontario, a waterway with many of the
oldest submerged maritime heritage resources in the Great Lakes.
The unique beauty of the eastern Lake Ontario region, and its wealth of maritime
heritage resources offer a fascinating story of people, cargo, and missions undertaken
over hundreds of years of North American history. The maritime resources within the
proposed NMS, coupled with onshore and regional attractions, support a wide variety
of recreational activities, including heritage tourism, boating and sailing, scuba
diving, hiking and kayaking, agri-tourism, and what is widely considered to be one of
the best sport-fishing areas in the world.
An NMS would supplement and significantly enhance recreational activities in this
region, attracting many more travelers and improving the quality of life for residents.
CNY Arts, Inc. recognizes the rare opportunity this call for nominations represents,
and is excited to support enthusiastic and collaborative efforts to showcase our own
maritime heritage.
Sincerely,

Stephen Butler
Executive Director
CNY Arts, Inc.

